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by Dennis Cambly 


I can grow and change... 
even if it means rocking a 
bunch of boats 

Melody Beattie 


There are many things to talk about 
as we end this year and change the 
clock to the year 2000. It seems as 
though the entire world is waiting in 
anticipation for the first days of 
January. Smile and be happy. It 
might be wiser to ask what have we 
done during this year to make our 
community and our city a better 
place to live. Have any attitudes 
changed that would lead us to believe 
there might be a better sense of 
wellbeing in our day to day activities? 
Are people still looking at the small 
picture and forgetting that there is a 
greater world outside their own tiny 
world? Did we witness some groups 
and businesses working together 
throughout 1999 that have not done 
so in the past? 


We can honestly say that more people 
are working together than we have ever 
seen before. Pride Week °99 was a great 
success. It was quite simply because 
people did not attempt to re-invent the 
wheel and moved on with a sense of 
togetherness. We sincerely hope that 
this lesson will bring us an even better 
Pride Week in the year 2000 and that 
the current Pride Committee starting 
things up will take a good look at the 
series of events that made Pride ‘99 
successful. It would be great to see 
everyone work with those things for the 
better good of the community. Just to 
help set the picture right, Times .10 
will be bringing Steve Walker to 
Edmonton for three days during Pride 
Week. Steve is a well-respected and 
well-loved Canadian artist who just 
finished several very big art shows in 
the United States. Steve’s work is well 
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From the Editor 


represented on our cover with his work 
entitled “Someone to be Loved”. 
Originally a prairie boy, Steve now 
lives in Toronto although he certainly 
has many friends in the Capital City of 
Alberta. We are promising a great 
show for everyone in our community 
and the city to enjoy. 


Here at Times .10 we moved into our 
7* year of publishing and we express 
our gratitude to all the volunteers who 
make it possible. We also want to 
express our gratitude to all of the 
business people who have supported a 
Capital City magazine that reaches far 
outside our city. You can thank them 
yourself by supporting them. Since we 
have received too many calls and 
comments to count on the change toa 
magazine style format, our thanks go 
to our readers and supporters. 


This year also saw the first year of the 
gay and lesbian business association 
(ERBA) getting into action. The group 
is going through its growing pains just 
as any group does during those first 
years. The members have so much to 
be proud of as they pulled off a 
successful Business Fair and Pride 
Dance. Many compliments to those 
who endeavoured to make it all happen. 
A true lesson in communication was 
learned by all. It would be a shame to 
see that kind of work lost in the year 
2000 and beyond. It is through the 
business community that our groups 
and services survive both with money 
and publicity. It would not hurt any of 
the groups to get to know the business 
owners and operators and develop a 
sense of cooperation. The road goes in 
two directions. That would be a lot 
more funthan receiving what appeared 
to be “hate mail” from one group to a 
business owner inthis city, as happened 
in June of 1999. 


As we close this year, the Capital City 
will be launching a gay and lesbian 
phone Help Line. It will operate 24- 
hours a day, 7 days a week. It is being 
operated by the Gay and Lesbian 
Information Service Network. You will 
reach a real person when you call. 
There will also be a toll free feature for 
those living in Red Deer and north to 
the territories. 


Toeach of you, we wish you a very safe 
Holiday Season and a prosperous year 
2000. Now let’s get ready on January 
lstas we spend next year preparing for 
the Millenium, 2001. 
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News & Notes from the 


e HIV/AIDS Battlefront 


“AIDS Toll Will Be Record 
2.6 Million” 
Washington Post 

About 2.6 million people 
will die from AIDS in 1999, 
the highest number since the 
epidemic began, according 
to a new report from 
UNAIDS. The “epidemic 
update,” released in advance 
of Worid AIDS Day on 
December 1, also estimated 
that there will be 5.6 million 
new HIV infections this year. 
“HIV continues to spread 
nearly unabated in many 
parts of the world,” noted 
UNAIDS director Dr. Peter 
Piot. Insub-Saharan Africa, 
which is home to 70 percent 
of the people with HIV, more 
women than men are 
infected, with a ratio of 12 
women to every 10 men, the 
report found. The new data 
highlightthe need for women 
to be able to protect 
themselves from HIV 
infection and show the 
increasing rate of infection 
among drug users in the 
former Soviet Union. Piot 
also drew attention to the 
spread of HIV in the 
Caribbean, which has an 
HIV prevalence of about 2 
percent. The report noted 
the encouraging results of 
Thailand’s model HIV 
prevention effort, with the 
rate of new cases staying low, 
as well as success in the 
Philippines, where 
prostitutes are registered and 
tested on a bi-weekly basis. 


“Gates Foundation Plans 
$750 Million Vaccine 


Donation” 
Wall Street Journal 
The Bill and Melinda 
gLales Foundation will give 


$750 million over five years 
to help provide vaccines for 
children in developing 
countries. The donation will 
also aid research into vaccines 
for AIDS, malaria, and 
tuberculosis. The largest gift 
yet by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, it is the 
first contribution to the 
recently formed Global Fund 
for Children’s vaccines, 
which aims to expand the use 
of hepatitis B, pneumococcal 
disease, and Haemophilus 
influenzae type B vaccines. 
The fund also hopes to 
encourage drug companies to 
develop more vaccines and 
increase research. More 
details about the program are 
expected at the World 
Economic Forum in 
Switzerland in January. 


“Gay and Lesbian Charities 
Look to Life Beyond AIDS” 
New York Times 

Tim Gill is the openly gay 
founder of Quark Inc., and he 
is a passionate philanthropist 
who gives up to 40 percent of 
his company’s $4 million in 
annual donations to AIDS- 
related causes. David Bohnett 
of GeoCities also has his own 
foundation, based in Los 
Angeles, which helps support 
gay and lesbian centers and 
advocacy. AIDS, however, 
does not loom as heavily as it 
once did. Gay and lesbian 
charities have shown that they 
want to move beyond AIDS 
and become part of the varied 
philanthropic community. 
The budgets of gay and lesbian 
charities and social services 
now total about $100 million, 
a huge step since fundraising 
for AIDS began years ago. 
AIDS charities still receive 


immense donations, but 
many groups are seeing a 
drop in numbers. Some 
believe the use of antiviral 
drugs may be falsely 
signaling donors that AIDS 
research no longer needs 
funding, while others cite 
donor fatigue as a reason for 
the reduced donations. 


“FDA: Some Home AIDS 
Tests Inaccurate” 
Boston Globe Online 

The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and 
the Federal Trade 
Commission cautioned 
Wednesday that unapproved 
home test kits for HIV may 
be inaccurate. Only one 
home test kit has been 
approved, the Home Access 
Express HIV Test System 
from Home Access Health 
Corp. While the Home 
Access kit requires patients 
to take a blood sample at 
home and then mail it to a 
laboratory for testing, the 
agencies noted that other kits 
promise rapid results with 
saliva or blood from a finger 
prick. The results of these 
unapproved home test kits 
may not be accurate, the 
FDA warned. 


“State Plans Hepatitis C 
Prevention” 

Officials in South 
Carolina plan to launch next 
month a program to help 
protect healthcare workers 
from exposure to hepatitis C 
virus (HCV). In addition, 
the state’s Department of 
Health and Environmental 
Control plans to work with 
area health departments next 
year to offer patients HCV 
prevention, testing, and 


counseling services. The state 
records between 100 and 150 
cases of HCV every week. 


“Up to 20,000 Reported 
Infected With AIDS Virus 
in Yugoslavia” 
Nando Times Online 
Serbian health officials 
said Thursday that up to 
20,000 people in Yugoslavia 
have HIV and 583 have died 
from AIDS since 1985. Data 
presented at the Third 
Conference on AIDS 
prevention in Serbia revealed 
that 1,142 HIV cases were 
registered in the capital city 
of Belgrade. Nearly two- 
thirds of the infections are 
among intravenous drug 
users, the officials noted. 


“Latest HIV/AIDS 
Treatment Information 
Now Available Online” 
amfAR Press Release 
Health care providers and 
anyone affected by HIV can 
now access the latest 
information on approved and 
experimental HIV therapies 
online, it was announced 
today. The American 
Foundation for AIDS 
Research (amfAR) HIV/ 
AIDS Treatment Directory, 
long considered one of the 
most comprehensive 
resources for HIV/AIDS 
treatment information, is now 
available online in a 
searchable format at http:// 
www.amfar.org/td. The new 
online edition includes a 
searchable database of 
clinical studies of 
experimental HIV/AIDS 
therapies, allowing health 
care providers and patients to 
find alternatives to approved 
treatment options. 
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So what does a 
Volunteer at HIV 
Edmonton do 
anyway? 


After an extensive reorganization process earlier this 
year, many of the programs at HIV Edmonton were 
changed or enhanced to operate in a much more 
productive and efficient manner. We realized at that 
time that this would mean the restructuring of some 
of the volunteer programs, and the processes 
involved in the hiring of volunteers. We want to avoid 
confusion and ensure that volunteers have a clear 
understanding of their jobs. The process is taking 
us a little while to put into place, but you will see the 
results in the New Year. 


Volunteers at HIV Edmonton are a wonderful resource, 
and we certainly couldn’t do much of our valuable work 
without them. We have hardworking, dedicated and fun 


loving people who amaze us with their energy and 
. a 
tel 
li pe BOOK & ART 
5 EMPORIUM 
Western Canada's Lesbian, Gay, 


Bi-Sexual and Transgender 
Bookstore 


When visiting Vancouver do 
make a point of dropping into the store and pick 


up your free map of the city. It lists all the gay & 
lesbian hotspots, places to shop and meet special 
people. We also have a reliable, well established 
mail order service with an 800 number or visit 
the store on the Internet. 


Little Sister's Book & Art Emporium 
1238 Davie Street, 
Vancouver, B.C., V6E 1N4 
(604) 669-1753 


Phome Orders 1-800-567-1662 


OUR STORE ON THE NET 
www -Isisters.com 


commitment, and as 
Volunteer Manager, I 
maintain that HIV 
Edmonton has the best 
volunteers in the City. 


As a Volunteer at HIV 
Edmonton, you could be 
involved in any number 
of projects some of 
which are: Reception, 
Administration 
assistance, Fundraising 
and Events, 
Committees, Boards, 
Data Entry, Resource 
Center, Speakers 
Bureau, and Short Term 
or Longer Term Direct 
Support , working with 
HIV+ people and their 
caregivers. 


Our training is extensive 
and we offer ongoing 
programs throughout the 
year for volunteers who 
wish to stay up to date 
on new information, or 
just to train in a new 
area. We are extremely 
flexible and will build 
around a volunteers 
schedule as much as 
possible. So, if you only 
have a few hours here 
and there, we are still 
interested putting your 
skills to use in this 


agency. 


Currently we are looking 
for people interested in 
Public Speaking, 
Fundraising, Data Entry 
and Support. 


To volunteer, please 
check out our Website 
at - hivedmonton.com 
or phone June at 488 — 
5742. 


New 
Attitudes 


A new concept for 
Generation X 


Meeting friends in your own 
age group can be difficult if 
you are not comfortable with 
the bar scene. It doesn’t have 
to be. While we are not trying 
to discourage the bar scene, 
New Attitudes is meant to 
provide a good alternative for 
gay men and women aged 
mid-twenties to mid-thirties. 
Our purpose for starting this 
group is to help you meet 
similar people, creating 
friendships and providing an 
easy way to participate in those 
activities you have always 
wanted to participate in, but 
have always been too shy or 
just don’t feel like attending 
alone. For example: movies, 
plays, sporting events and yes, 
even the bar. While we do not 
yet have a set schedule of 
events, we would love to hear 
any suggestions or comments 
that you may have. 


Our first planned get-together 
will be held at the newly 
renovated Urban Grind 
(10124-124 Street) on 
December 19, at 7pm. If you 
are not sure which table we 
are at, just ask the friendly 
server at the front where the 
“New Attitudes” group is 
sitting. If you have any 
questions for us, we can be 
reached by e-mail at 
g_mw_edmonton@yahoo.ca 
. We can also be reached by 
phone at 415-5616. All e- 
mails and phone messages 
will be answered. 


Tyson and Jacy 


Capital City Politics 


Warm 
Words, 


Cold 


Comfort 


by Nancy MacBeth 
Leader, Official 
Opposition 


Well over a week ago the 
Premier took to the 
airwaves to defend his 
intention to expand private, 
for profit hospitals in 
Alberta. In an address paid 
for with taxpayer dollars, 
he failed to answer the 
fundamental question that 
is on the minds of all 
Albertans. Why is he doing 
this when the public 
healthcare system is better 
equipped to serve our 
province? 


First of all, let me be 
absolutely clear. I believe 
in high quality, universal 
public healthcare and I will 
do everything in my power 
to ensure that it serves 
Albertans in the future. 
And, I believe that health 
should not depend on an 
{ilbertan’s wealth. 


At the heart of the Klein 
government’s scheme is the 
fatally flawed idea of 
“contracting out.” 


Contracting out means 
privatizing and it is more 
expensive than public 
healthcare. Private facilities 
must pay tax on property 
and income and must 
achieve profits to share with 
their shareholders. 
Contracting out means that 
taxpayer dollars are going 
to subsidize the private 
sector. And, it means that 
tax dollars are being 
diverted away from regional 
health authorities — dollars 
that could be going to shore 
up the public — not the 
private — sector. 


Albertans are rightly 
suspicious of the Klein 
government when it comes 
to healthcare. The Premier 
says heis nottrying to create 
a two-tier American style 
healthcare system but his 
actions show just the 
opposite. 


The Premier is avoiding the 
issue by going in front of a 
camera lens. He insults 
Albertans when he tries to 
convince them with their 
own tax dollars that 
contracting out with private 
hospitals is not contrary to 
the Canada Health Act. 
Any action that diverts 
resources away from the 
public system and into the 
hands of private operators 
is fundamentally contrary 


to the intent of the Canada 
Health Act. 


Albertans have sent a clear 
message on healthcare. 
They have said “no” over 
and over again to the Klein 
government’s privatization 
schemes. 


It is time for a public debate 
on this issue. The perfect 
forum for this debate is the 
Legislative Assembly 
where all Albertans are 
represented. I challenge the 
Premier to bring the debate 
out of the television studio 
and into the Legislature in 
front of the people of 
Alberta. 


How 
does he 


Sleep at 
Night 


By Pam Barrett 


When the Supreme Court 
brought downits decision 


in M. v. H., it sent a very 
clear message to the 
province of Alberta. In 
that case, the Court 
struck down an Ontario 
law which defined 
common law couples as 
exclusivesy 
heterosexual, which is 
exactly what Alberta’s 
legislation does. 


After the decision came 
down, the Government 
of Ontario decided to 
abide by the Court’s 
ruling and it changed 
approximately 60 laws 
to ensure that same-sex 
couples had the same 
rights and obligations as 
everyone else. 


It is with this in mind 
that Equal=Alberta 
launched it’s “Be Like 
Mike” campaign. After 
all, if Mike Harris can 
make same-sex couples 
equal with others, then 
Premier Klein can too. 


Instead, however, Klein 
seems intent on spitting 
in the face of the 
Supreme Court and 
ignoring the clear 
judicial trend towards 
recognizing equal rights 
for same-sex couples. 
Witness, for example, a 
bill introduced in the 
Legislature this fall 


sitting. Bill 44 Zhe 
Insurance’ Statutes 
Amendment Actisa very 
simple bill. For the 
purpose of the insurance 
industry, it defines 
common law couples as 
ere ¢ laugs:i v,e:.1.y 
heterosexual. 


So the Klein 
government has 
two choices. It can 
Be Like Mike and 
change its laws to 
comply with the 
decisions of the 
Supreme Court. Or 
it can stare the 
Supreme Court of 
Canada in the face, 
spit in its eye and 
risk a long, painful 
and expensive court 
process which it will 
lose! 


Apparently the Premier 
has chosen the latter. 
Essentially that means 
that fair minded 
Albertans, New 
Democrats and gay and 
lesbian Albertans will 
simply have to fight 
harder and be louder in 
order to force the 
government to change 
its course. 


I know I’m up to the 
fight and I know many 
Albertans are as well. 


Issues 
around 
increasing 
private 
health care 
in Alberta 


By Laurie Blakeman 


Weare hearing much in the 
news these days about 
Premier Klein’s 
commitment to increasing 
private health care. Some 
people are saying that we 
are perched on the edge ofa 
slippery slope but in my 
opinion we are already 
tobogganing down it at an 
alarming rate. Public 
dollars going to private 
providers of health care has 
increased since ‘92. 
Twenty-three percent 
(23%) of our taxpayer 
funded health care budget 
now goes to private 
providers. Laboratory 
services were privatized 
during this government’s 
first mandate, 75% of 
diagnostic services are now 
done by private companies. 
Regional Health 
Authorities are encouraged. 
to contract out to private 


providers for medical 
services which were 
previously availablethrough 
public providers. Day 
surgeries have increased and 
the cost of drugs, dressings 


etc. are the responsibility of 


the individual once they have 
been discharged from 
hospital. When you received 
these in the hospital, they 
were covered. 


Private health care costs the 
individual much more. 
Private health care means 
private health insurance. 
And it is expensive for 
employers too. A report done 
for the Growth Summit 
shows that costs toemployers 
in the USA to pay medical 
insurance premiums was 
8.2% of wages paid. Cost to 
employers in Canada for 
premiums for the public 
system is 1.0% of wages 
paid, a difference of 7.2% on 
a business’s payroll amount. 


Alberta Liberals are very 
clear that no public money 
should go to into private 
hospitals. The laws have 
always allowed a person to 
buy health care services 
(example cosmetic surgery, 
sports clinics) but public 
money should not go to 
private hospitals in any way, 
shape or form. Commitment 
to a single payer public 
system avoids the problems 
of ‘creaming’ and ‘dumping’. 
For example, if someone 
buys a hip operation from a 
private hospital and 
complications arise, where 
do you think that person gets 
sent for care? They get 
dumped into a public 
hospital. So you and I pay 
the emergency care costs of 
an operation done ina private 
hospital. 


Private hospitals make 
money by taking only the 


quick and easy surgeries, 
(called “creaming’) leaving 
the expensive cases like 
chronic disease, 
complicated treatment and 
long term care to the public 
system. Which will 
eventually bankrupt the 
public system. 


Just because the Premier 
says he wants private health 
care and private hospitals 
doesn’t mean Albertans 
have toaccept it. Make sure 
you have all the facts, look 
at the examples from the 
US, ask questions, get copies 
of papers other groups have 
prepared. And write to me 
as your MLA or to Premier 
Klein or Minister Jonson. 
Albertans have continued to 
hold their public health care 
system dear - it is worth 
fighting for! 


Laurie Blakeman 

MLA Edmonton-Centre 
10042-116 Street 
Edmonton, AB. T5K 1V6 
Phone 414-0772 

Fax 414-0772 

Email: 
blakeman@oanet.com 


Premier Ralph Klein 
Room 307, Legislature 
Building 

10800-97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB. T5K 2B6 
Phone 427-2251 

Fax 427-1349 


Hon. Halvar Jonson 
Minister of Health and 
Wellness 

Room 228 Legislature 
Building 

10800-97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB. T5K 2B6 
Phone 427-3665 

Fax 415-0961 


Greater Edmonton Gay & Lesbian Community 
Support Groups and Services 


Affirm United 

(United Church of Canada) 
meets at McDougall United 
Church 10025 - 101 St. Last 
Saturday of the month at 7:30 - 
9:30 PM. For more info, call: 
Larry at 429-4269 or Phyllis/ 
Tess at 474-0862. 


Alberta Pflag 

Meets the last Sunday of each 
month at Knox-Met Church. 
The Church is located at the 
corner of 109 Street and 83 
Avenue. Meeting time is 2 
P.M. Contact Ellen by phone at 
465-3057 or by e-mail 
showrish@compusmart.ab.ca. 


Alcoholics Anonymous 

A A1s a fellowship of men and 
women who share their 
experience, strength and hope 
with each other that they may 
solve their common problem 
and help others to recover from 
alcoholism. The only 
requirement for membership is 
a desire to stop drinking. Call 
424-5900 for times and places 
of Gay and Lesbian meetings. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 
AXIOS is an international 
organization of Eastern 
Orthodox and Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian 
Christians. Our mandate is to 
promote a greater 
understanding of human 
sexuality and spirituality 
within the Eastern Christian 
tradition. The AXIOS monthly 
newsletter is available via the 
Internet. Contact Dushan at 
454-8449 for more information. 


Badminton League 

The badminton league is 
designed for men and women 
of all ages and experience. 
Players who are interested can 
participate in Calgary’s 
Western Cup Tournament 
during the Easter Long 
Weekend. For further 
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information, please contact 
Bruce at 453-1244 (email: 
cwbyteddy@powersurfr.com) 
or Dennis at 471-4409. 


Bare Naked Boys Club of 
Edmonton - BNBCE 

A naturist group of gay men in 
Edmonton interested in social 
nudity. This is not a sex club. 
Men of all ages welcome. Call 
Fred at 469-7231 for 
information. 


The B.E.A.R.S. of 
Edmonton 

A group for hairy men and their 
admirers meet the last Friday 
of the month 9:00 p. m. - 11:00 
p.m. at Boots. Or wnite us at 
#47, 10024-82nd Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
T6E 1Z3. Our email address is 
bears(@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 
Our Website is:http:// 
www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
~bears 


Brethren Mennonite 
Council 

For Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual 
concerns. This is a support 
community for gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Mennonites and 
friends. Contact Tim at 434- 
5360 or Garrett at 423-1725 or 
e-mail: 
garrett.epp@ualberta.ca. 


Dignity Edmonton 

This Edmonton chapter is a 
support community for gay and 
lesbian Catholics and friends. 
Contact Bernard at 451-1794 or 
Joseph at 481-4218 


Classics 

A social group for lesbians over 
40. Meetings on the first 
Sunday of the month at 2 p.m.. 
Call Donna at 456-1008 


Edmonton PFLAG/T 
Parents, Families & Friends of 
Lesbians & Gays. Edmonton 
PFLAG/T promotes the health 


and well-being of Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender 
persons, their families and 
friends through support, 
education and advocacy. 
Meetings are held the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 
GLCCE. For information 
contact Lynne at 462-5958 or e- 
mail: 
pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Edmonton Prime Timers 
We are a chapter of Prime 
Timers Worldwide, an 
international social organization 
for mature gay and bisexual 
men and their younger friends 
over 21. Our activities include: 
theatre nights, video nights, pub 
nights. Sunday brunches, and 
dining out. “We meet the second 
Sunday of every month (except 
July and August) at 3:00 PM at 
the Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton (12530 110 Ave.) for 
a social period, a guest speaker, 
and an optional supper at a 
restaurant. For more 
information, contact Peter at 
426-7019, Ron by e-mail at 
mercury@planet.eon.net, or 
better yet...join us at our 
monthly meeting. 


Edmonton Rainbow 
Business Association 
(ERBA): 

Gay men and Lesbians in 
business and our non-gay 
friends; Join us ...share your 
business knowledge, learn 
more, make new friends, 
network ... in positive, proud 
space where being yourself is 
the norm.Call Bill Faulkner for 
more information 422 6207. 
Call for information on our 
BBQ on Sept 14, or our general 
meetings. Membership $25.00/ 
yr. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 
A mixed voice chorus joining 
together in a common love of 
music and a desire to build a 
greater spirit of unity and pride 


in the lesbigay community. If 
you are interested in singing 
with EVM or working in the 
areas of promotion, staging or 
front of house concerts and 
events, please contact us at P. 
O. Box 12091, Main Post 
Office, T5J 3L2 or telephone 
988-4620. E-mail: 
evm(@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Equal=Alberta 
[Edmonton] 

Equal=Alberta [Edmonton] is 
a group of concerned citizens 
working to ensure gay and 
lesbian Albertans remain 
protected under Alberta’s 
Human Rights Legislation 
and to ensure equal treatment 
for all Albertans. Call: (780) 
488-3234 Fax (780) 482- 
2855. By Email: 
equalalberta@hotmail.com 
or visit our Webpage: 

www. freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
gicce/equal.htm 


Feather of Hope 
Aboriginal AIDS 
Prevention Society 

The Feather of Hope was 
founded on a need to provide 
AIDS education and support 
to Native People in Alberta. 
Through education and the 
development of communities 
in partnership, it is hoped that 
the spread of AIDS will be 
lessened. Volunteers are very 
important to us. If you can 
help, or would simply like 
some more information, call 
488-5773 


Free-To-Be Volleyball 
Association 

The Association aspires to 
provide opportunities for our 
community to play volleyball in 
a supportive atmosphere. There 
are 4 leagues: 1) Recreational - 
contact Christopher at 423- 
4930; 2) Beach (summer) - 
contact Christopher at 423- 
4930; 3) Intermediate/Skills 
Development - contact Darcy at 
425-7316; 4) Tournament - 


contact Andrew at 435-9379. 
Alternatively email 


ith@telusplanet_net for details. 


Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of 
Edmonton (G.L.C.C.E.) 
The centre contributes to the 
well-being of Edmonton’s gay, 
lesbian and bisexual community 
through informational social 
support services and its social 
information line. The services 
offered by the centre include an 
information line, telephone 
referrals, library, and drop-in 
peer support counselling. 
Further information is available 
at 488-3234. E-Mail 
glece@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Gay Men’s Wednesday 
Coffee Evenings. 

At 7:30 p.m. Breadstick Cafe at 
10159 - 82 Avenue. This group 
fosters a safe, comfortable 
environment for all its 
participants. At the same time, 
it discourages attendance solely 
for sexual relations. Join us to 
relax, share experiences, and 
establish friendships. There is 
no age limit. Tel: 780-463-2098 
(Graham) 

E-mail: 
gwatts(@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 
Website: www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/Castro/5598 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew 
(GMOC) 

GMOC is a peer education 
initiative for gay/bisexual men 
that works toward: preventing 
the spread of HIV among men 
who have sex with men, 
advocating for healthy lifestyle 
choices, and addressing social 
and health concerns by fostering 
self-esteem and gay positive 
attitudes. For information on 
GMOC workshops and other 
activities, please call Lou at 
(780) 488-5742 


Gaywire 

Edmonton’s only radio show 
about gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered lives airs on 
CJSR FM88.5 Thursdays 
between 6 and 7 pm. Featuring 
news, local and international 
features and community events. 


Guys Going Dancing 

Tired of dancing alone in a 
crowded club? We meet every 
Friday from 10:00PM at Buddys 
Dance Club, 10112 - 124 Street 
for companionship and fun on 
the dance floor. To join us 
contact Graham 463-2098 or e- 
mail: 
gwatts(@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


HIV Network of Edmonton 
Society (HIV Edmonton) 
HIV Edmonton works 
cooperatively with all those 
organizations in Alberta and 
across the country who are 
working to help limit the spread 
of HIV infection. HIV 
Edmonton utilizes a best 
practices Harm Reduction 
approach in Health Promotion, 
Advocacy and Support, as well 
as, maintaining an extensive 
Resource Centre for use by 
health practitioners, health 
promoters, community 
organizations and those infected 
and affected by HIV. For more 
information on the activities of 
HIV Edmonton, 

please call (780) 488-5742 or 
contact us by email at 
mail(@hivedmonton com. 

Visit our website at 
www.hivedmonton.com. 


Illusions Social Club 

A social club for Crossdressers, 
Transsexuals and their 
supporters. We hold two socials 
each month, one on the second 
Thursday and one on the third 
Saturday. For more information, 
write to Illusions Social Club. 
Our mailing address is Box 
1852, Edmonton, T5K 2P2; or 
phone 488-3234 on Tuesday 
evenings to talk to someone 
person to person. 


Imperial Sovereign Court of 
the Wild Rose 

The mission of the Court is to 
raise funds for charities and 
other organizations which 
provide direct services to gay 
and lesbian individuals. 
Meetings of the Society are held 
at 8 PM on the last Wednesday 
of the month at the Garage. Our 
website is at: http:// 


www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/5904 


Interfaith Association on 
AIDS Edmonton 

The purpose of this association 
is to sensitize local faith 
communities and their leaders to 
the unique spiritual and 
emotional needs of those 
infected by HIV/AIDS. The 
following faith communities are 
included: Anglican, Baha’i, 
Baptist, Beth Shalom 
Synagogue, Lutheran, 
Metropolitan Community 
Church, Roman Catholic, 
Temple Beth Ora, Ukrainian 
Catholic, Unitarian and United 
Churches. Phone 448-1768 for 
more information. Email: 
mail@hivedmonton.com. 


Lambda Christian 
Community Church 

We are a non-denominational 
evangelical Christian church. 
One of our primary goals is to 
provide a safe and affirming 
environment for all who desire to 
worship God. Lambda 
Community Church, 11148-84 
Avenue (Garneau United 
Church) Edmonton, T6G OV8. 
Call 474-0753. Weekly Sunday 
service at 7 p. m. 


Liatris Society 

An informal social group for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered and straight 
people who enjoy gardening and 
outdoor nature activities. For 
information see 
www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
gicce/liatris.htm or contact 
liatrissociety@hotmail.com or 
William at 474-7328. 


Liaison Committee, The 

In June of 1993, Edmonton 
Police Service and the Gay and 
Lesbian community met for a 
liaison to promote an atmosphere 
of understanding and mutual 
respect. For more info, call 
Edmonton Police Service at 423- 
4567 or contact the committee at 
421-2277 


Living Positive 
Emotional, spiritual and 
psychological support is 


available through Living 
Positive to all those affected 
by HIV infection. We offer 
strong, loving, confidential 
support. We also meet weekly 
and share our mutual 
experiences. Living ‘Positive 
is entirely directed by and for 
people who share a common 
diagnosis of HIV+. Peer 
counselling, hospital visits 
and a speakers bureau are 
also available through our 
society. Phone 488-5768 or e- 
mail: livpos@connect.ab.ca. 


Long Yang Club 
Edmonton Chapter 

We are an International 
orginization for Gay-Asians 
and non-Asians. We are the 
Worlds largest with chapters 
in 28 cities and 11 countries. 
Come and Join US! Contact 
us via Graham at 463-2098. 


Lutherans Concerned: 
Edmonton 

We are a spiritual community 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
straight people. Lutherans 
Concerned gathers monthly 
for worship, sharing, and 
friendship. We offer 
individual support and a safe 
space for our own spiritual 
questions. Call Mette at 461- 
5571, or write P.O. Box 
11095, Edmonton, AB, T5J 
3K4 e-mail: 
luthconc@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Metropolitan Community 
Church of Edmonton 
(M.C.C.) 

We are a local church within 
the denomination of the 
Universal Fellowship of 
Metropolitan Community 
Churches. Our major focus is 
to the defranchised of society. 
The UFMCC allows anyone 
to feel a part of the Christian 
Community and to claim our 
place in God’s Universe. 
Services are open to all. We 
worship on Sunday evenings 
at 7:15 at McDougall United 
Church - South entrance. 
Please feel free to join us! 
Call 429-2321 for more 
information. E-mail: 
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Support Groups and Services 
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revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


M.C.C. Youth Group 
Provides a safe environment 
for gay/les/bi/trans youth to 
express. themselves freely, 
explore sexuality and to 
experience god’s/goddess’ 
healing and wholeness. How 
we intend to achieve this goal 
is through social, recreational, 
educational and cultural 
activities. We are meeting on 
Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. If 
you have any further questions 
please E-mail Pam at 
pamjoce@telusplanet.net. Our 
phone number is 429-2321 


Northern Chaps 
Edmonton’s Leather - Fetish 
club for Gay, Lesbian, and 
straight men and womyn was 
established six years ago. We 
strike to educate the rest of the 
community through workshops, 
staged demonstrations and 
events in order to heighten 
awareness. Northern Chaps 
meets at Boots & Saddle on the 
first and third Friday of each 
month at 9 PM. For 
information, phone 488-3234. 
The e-mail address: 
geoffw@compusmart.ab.ca 


Northern Titans 

Northern Titans International 
Bowling League meets every 
Saturday at 5:00pm, September 
to Apni, at Pins & Cues 
Bowling & Billiards Centre, 
Southeast corner of Westmount 
Shopping Centre, 111 Ave. & 
135 St. For more information, 
please call Garry Billett at 
(403) 426-6311 


Outback Trailblazers 
Formerly known as the River 
Valley Cyclists. The 
organization promotes 
recreational and outdoor 
pursuits within the gay, 
lesbian, bi-sexual, and 
transgendered cummunities of 
Edmonton and surrounding 
pre. Future activites may 


include hiking, canoeing, 
camping, horseback riding and 
any other suggestions for 
activities are welcome. For 
more information, please call 
Dan at 440-6710 or Peter at 
434-4712 or email at 
danzjeep@oanet.com. 


OUTreach 

OUTreach is a university-based 
organization for gays, lesbians 
and bisexuals interested in an 
academic atmosphere. 
Meetings are held every 
Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. on 
campus; main floor of the 
Athabasca Hall. Topics vary 
from week to week. Additional 
information is available by 
calling 988-4166. E-mail: 
outreach@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


Team Edmonton 

Team Edmonton - Gay Games 
Association is set up to provide 
an opportunity for person 
interested in participating in 
the Gay Games through fund 
raising. If you would like to be 
involved with Team Edmonton, 
call Johann at 437-0687. 


The Alternative Bears of 
Edmonton 

Our group, the Alternative 
Bears of Edmonton, is a purely 
social, and “fun” group of gay 
and bi men who are, or are fans 
of, bears. Primarily a swim and 
movies type of group, we get 
together weekly on Saturday 
nights 11:00pm to 1:00am for a 
late night adult swim. For info 
people can visit our webpage 
at: 
www.homepages.gayweb.com/ 
alt_bears. 


Yours Mine Ours And Us 
Parenting group(peer support) 
for Igbt parents, partners. 
Meets every second Tuesday in 
the Bloomsbury Room, Orlando 
Books, from 7 - 9 p.m. Drop ins 
welcome. Small contribution 
for room costs. Issues of 
parenting, coming out to kids, 
discipline etc. Call Liz at 
Massiah Counselling Services 


415-5434 or Garry Billet at 426 
6311. Not a therapy group. 


Youth Understanding 
Youth 

We meet every Saturday from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of 
Edmonton, Suite 103, 10612- 
124 Street. A social support 
group for anyone under the age 
of 25 years. For more 
information, or the give your 
input email: 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 


Visions - Unitarian Church 
of Edmonton 

We are an open, liberal 

religious community that values 
diversity and celebrates our 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and 
Transgendered members. With 
us you are encouraged with open 
mind and heart to form your 
own set of personal beliefs. 
Sunday services at 9:30am and 
11:15am. 12530 - 110 Ave, Ph. 
454-8073. For more information 
please call Kristy at 433-5843 or 
Mike at 482-6582. 


Womonspace 

We are a social and recreational 
society for lesbians in 
Edmonton. We hold monthly 
dances and other activities. 
Look for our monthly newsletter 
around town or phone 482-1794. 
Visit our website 
www.gaycanada.com/ 
womonspace/. 


Writers Club 

There are several successful gay 
writers in Edmonton. Many 
more wnite as a hobby just for 
the fun of it. The goal is to 
establish a Writers Club, which 
will encourage and support the 
serious writers of the future and 
at the same time increase, the 
pleasure of the hobbyists. The 
Writers Club will meet bi- 
weekly on Mondays at the 
Hemp Café, 10332 - 81 Avenue, 
from 7:30PM to 9:30PM. For 
more information contact: 
Graham 463-2098 or e-mail: 


gwatts@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Regional Organizations 


Freedom Fort McMurray 
A social Support group for 
Gays/Lesbian/Bisexual & 
Transgendered Persons and 
their friends. For information 
on upcoming events and 
inquirings into membership 
please call our Freedom line 
(780) 799-GAY1 (4291). To 
speak directly with a welcoming 
committee member call between 
3-6pm on Tuesdays or 
Thursdays. 


Grande Prairie 

Gay and Lesbian Community 
Box 1492 

Grande Prairie, AB T8V 4Z3 
e-mail: pellerin@gpre.ab.ca 


Northern Rainbow Youth 
A support group for High School 
students. Our email address is 
nryl3_18@hotmail.com and our 
web page is www.mhenley.com/ 
ashe/nry. Any high school 
student can get more info by 
contacting their school guidance 
counsellor. If you want more 
info yourself, then you can call 
Crystal at (780) 790-0775 at 
work. 


High Level Gay and 
Lesbian Support Group 
The High Level Support Group 
offers info on suicide 
prevention, monthly meetings, 
provincial events, gay 
organizations, information on a 
place to meet and free 
councilling provided by High 
level mental health for both gay 
people and parents of gay 
children. Our web site address 
is Www.geocities.com/ 
westhollywood/park/7702/ or 
write us at P.O. Box 3434, High 
Level, Alta, TOH 1Z0 or call 
780-926-3989 


Out North, 

P.O. Box 2895, 
Yellowknife, NWT 
X1A 2N7. 
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HIV RELATED 


HERPES DRUG 


An Ancient 
Virus That 
Affects 
Millions 

of Us 


Story by Lorelei 
Donoghue 


In Greek the word “herpes” 
means “to creep.” Since 
ancient times, herpes has 
crept into the lives of 
millions of people. 


Genital herpes is an infection 
caused by a virus, usually 
spread through sexual 
contact, that produces sores 
and blisters on or around 
the penis, buttocks, vagina, 
and vulva. While some 
people have only one 
outbreak, 90% of the time 
people with herpes have 
recurrent infections. 


There are two types of 
herpes simplex virus (HSV): 
type 1 and type 2. Type 1 
typically infects the lips, 
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mouth, or nasal 
membranes. But type | can 
also infect the genitals and 
causes up to one-third of 
genital herpes cases. 
Usually though, type 2 
causes genital herpes, and 
doesn’t cause oral lesions. 


You may notice tingling, 
burning, itching, and 
irritation where the virus 
first entered your body (this 
is called the prodrome) just 
prior to a recurrence. You 
may also feel pain radiating 
to your buttocks and knees. 
A few days after being 
infected with the herpes 
virus you may notice flu- 
like symptoms, including 
fever, chills, and muscle 
aches. Small, fluid-filled 
blisters may appear on or 
around the sex organs. 


And while there is no cure 
for this sexually 
transmitted infection, a 
couple of drugs may 
control its course and 
manage its symptoms. 


Dr. 
Romanowski, 


Clinical Professor: of 
Microbiology, and a 


research team_ has 
recently concluded a 
study which states that 
Famvir is an equivalent 
cure in managing HIV 
related Herpes. Famvir 
oral tablets can now be 
used to treat recurrent 
herpes simplex virus 
infections in people with 
HIV infection. Famvir is 
the ebrand name for 
famciclovir, a drug 
marketed by SmithKline 
Beecham The study 
conducted included 300 
patients. The random 
situation gave 150 
patients Famvir 1 tablet 
twice per day and the 
other 150 patients 
Acyclovir 1 tablet 5 times 
per day. Acyclovir was 
the originally prescribed 
medicine for Herpes. 


Famvir helps reduce the 
duration of the pain and 
discomfort, and helps the 
sores heal faster. 


With Famvir the pill burden 
load is decreased from 5 
pills to 2 per day. 


Dr. Romanowski works on 
many research studies with 
sexually transmitted 
diseases. 


The Genital Herpes 


Forum 
http://herpes.net/forum/ 
index.html 


FDA 
Approves 
Once- 
Daily 
Dosing 
For Anti- 
HIV Drug 
Videx 


The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration 
has approved once- 
daily dosing for 
Bristol-Myers 
Squibb’s Videx® 
(also known as ddI), 
an anti-HIV drug. 


Videx is the first once daily 
nucleoside analogue 
reverse’ transcriptase 
inhibitor (NRTI) on the 


market. 


The new 200-mg Videx, 
administered in doses of 
two tablets once a day, will 
be available in December. 
Patients must take at least 
two of the appropriate 
strength tablets to provide 
adequate buffering and 
prevent gastric acid 
degradation of Videx. The 
medication, in 
combination with other 
antiretroviral agents, is 
indicated for the treatment 
of HIV-1 infection. Videx 
has remained an effective 
antiretroviral agent in the 
fight against HIV since 
1991. 


suspended in patients 


discontinued in patients 
with confirmed 
pancreatitis. 


O22 42h) [eT 
important 
POXECiL1 E'S 
include retinal 
\. changes, optic 
-\ neuritis and 
“| peripheral 
neuropathy. 
Patients treated 
with Videx in 
combination 
with stavudine, 
with or without 
hydroxyurea, 
may be at 


as pancreatitis, 
peripheral neuropathy 
and liver function 
abnormalities. 


The most frequent side 
effects observed in the 
combination studies 
(A1454- 148 and Start 
2) of adults taking the 
recommended dose of 
Videx include diarrhea 
(69 percent, 45 percent), 
nausea (24 percent, 53 
percent), headache (20 
percent, 46 percent), 
vomiting (8 percent, 30 
percent), rash (11 
percent, 30 percent), 


with eed increased risk and neuropathy (22 


Videx should be 
pancreatitis and for adverse events such percent, 21 percent). 


Harold Smith 


HAROLD SMITH TRAVEL 
EATON CENTRE, 2ND FLOOR 
(PEDWAY TO MANULIFE) 


479-2233 E-Mail: indigo97@telusplanetnet Toll Free 1-888-255-0515 


Only the name will change.... 
SAME GREAT PEOPLE! 
SAME SUPERIOR SERVICE! 
SAME COMMUNITY SUPPORT! 


LGONQUIN 


Lavtekn Ay Vise Bal Eb 


(PHAIR’S LIST) 


Dear Santa, 

It has been a year since the 
last city election and I want 
to let you know all the good 
things I have done this year— 
so here’s my list! 


it. 


I worked on Pride 99 and 
assisted in getting the 
necessary permits, police 
escort (all officers had to 
meet MY criteria) and put 
together the parade. It 
was a great success, the 
parade was fun and I got 
to ride in a convertible 
and wave my little pinkies 
at everyone! 


. The City’s support forthe 


downtown plan that I sit 
on saw additional housing 
in the downtown, the 
organization of residents, 
particularly in the McKay 
Avenue area into a 
downtown community 
group and the upgrading 
and beautification of 
104St. 


. With manycitizen groups 


and individuals I fought 
tokeep EPCOR, the city’s 
electrical company—and 
the vote was 7 to 6 to keep 
it! 


. Whyte Avenue—Santa 


you don’t know what a 
headache it has been 
trying to deal with the 


Santa’s List 


licensing, noise and 
parking issues caused 
bybars onthis Avenue! 
All year long I have 
been a busy little elf 
with city departments, 
police, business groups 
and citizenscoming up 


demolished is on the 
city’s list ofarchitectural 
significant buildings. 


. The businesses along 97 


St. And 107 Ave. decided 
to end their business 
association, the Avenue 


low-cost housing. My 
efforts were defeated 7-6 
as the Grinch stole 
Xmas! (As a surprising 
follow up, it is back on 
the agenda and we are 
now debating if for the 


with ways keep this 
area exciting and safe! 

5. Parades and pictures 
were some of my finest 
things this year! 
Besides the Gay Pride 
Parade, I carried the 
flag in the first St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, 
was a corrupt judge in 
the Silly Summer 
Parade, a marrying 
preacher in the Bride 
of Frankenfringe, and 
I am _ sure you 
remember that I was a 
dancing dervish in the 
summer Cariwest 
Parade. And to top it 
all off, just recently I 
was on the front cover 
of the Sun posing with 
my “Cari” bear for the 
Christmas display at 
the Provincial 
Museum! 


Now Santa it is also true 

that there were things that 

I did not do so well so here 

is my list of bad things for 

1999. 

1. No matter how you 
look at it, I decided to 
vote in support of 
repowering the 
Rossdale Power Plant 
far too quickly. I did 
not ask all the 
questions I should have 
and I did not talk with 
the people in Rossdale 
and get their input. It 
was only some months 
later that I found out 
that the building to be 


of Nations BRZ this past year 2000 budget and this 
spring. I wrote to all the time J think I will win— 
businessesin the area and Santa will defeat the 
talked with many people Grinch!) 
toconvincethemtokeep Santa, that’s my ‘naughty 
the association but inthe | Nd nice’ list for the past 
end the majority said no! year. I hope you bring some 
This was a defeat that] 200d things for the city in 
am sad about. 2000! 

. A year ago at this time, , 
Santa I pulled out every Michael Phair 
sugarplum fairly I could Councillor Ward 4. . 
find to take $1.3 million  (Phone,496 -1516, email 


edmontonab.ca, 
fax,496-8 133.) 


that was refunded from 
the Province and put it in 


Edmonton Rainbow Business 
Association 


Holiday Season Mixer 
Time: TBA 
Tuesday Dec 14/99 
(Upstairs Orlando’s Books 
10123 Whyte Ave) 
Use door east of Orlando’s entrance 
Potluck/B YOB 


Welcome to Y2K 


(BYOC - bring your own candle?) 
7pm - January 11, 2000 


(Upstairs Orlando’s Books 
10123 Whyte Ave) 
Use door east of Orlando’s entrance 


Call Bill at 422-6207 or 
Barb at 448-3660 for more info 


Diversity Conference 


Coming 
By Charles Bidwell 


The Diversity Conferences of 
Alberta Society [DCAS] is 
planning their second weekend 
conference and you are invited to 
make apresentation or be present. 
Here are the details. 


Conference 2000 - “Moving 
Forward: Embracing Spirituality, 
Embracing Sexuality” will be 
held April 7-9, 2000 at Grant 
McEwan Community College 
(city centre campus). 


Workshops and Panels and 
Keynote Speakers will be chosen 
to meet the DCAS Mission 
Statement: 


sche Diversity 
Conferences of Alberta Society 
[DCAS] works for the elimination 
of systemic discrimination based 
on sexual orientation and gender 
identity. Discrimination of this 
sort denies many Albertans their 
human rights, dignity, respect and 
a place of welcome and 
acceptance. 

“DCAS fosters greater 
understanding and acceptance of 
people of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities in Alberta. 
As an organization founded by a 
diverse group of people of all 
sexual orientations and gender 
identities, and of various faith 
backgrounds, DCAS addresses 
these concerns as realities of 
human life that deserve the 
attention of our secular and faith 
communities. 


educational activities and 
resource materials which 
illuminate the humanity and 
spirituality of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgendered 
people.” 


We're working together 
to bring about change in 
understanding of non- 
heterosexually-oriented persons. 
It seems that homophobic people 
are often moved to change their 
views (and feelings) by: (1) being 
able to talk about what they are 
thinking without being judged, 
(2) being in a learning situation 
in which they don’t have to defend 
themselves and (3) discovering 
for themselves an inconsistency 
between their thinking and 
behavior. We hope that our 
workshops and panels will 
provide such opportunities and 
maybe you can help us achieve 
part of that change. 


There is a team of 
volunteers currently planning this 
conference. The Saturday 
workshops will follow threads or 
streams through four 1.5-hour 
sessions. The themes we are 
currently developing are: Law & 
Human Rights, Youth Concerns, 
Transgender Issues, First Nations 
, Faith Groups, Gay and Lesbian 
Community, and Diversity 
Topics. 


If you are interested in 
helping achieve our goals, please 


G.L.LS.N. 
(Gay and Lesbian 
_ Information 
Services Network) 
1S now setting 
up a 24 hour 

_ 7 day a week 
Help Line service 


for. 
Gay Youth 
and 


Gay & Lesbian : 
Information 
“8, Services 


Real People will be 
taking the calls. 


(A Times .10 Publications Society 


~“DCAS promotes, call Charles at 436-8774 and 


purchases, and produces explore howyoucanhelp educate 
Edmonton. 


Production with assistance 
from you and Interactive Male) 


INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS - 2000 


LIVING IN LEATHER 
2000 


Portland, OR — NLA-I 
announces the 15th 
Anniversary Living In 
Leather will 

be held June 29 - July 3, 
2000, in Seattle, 
Washington. For further 
information visit 


NLA-EDMONTON 
NEWS 


NLA-E is considering 
renting a tour bus to make 
Living in Leather 2000 a 
great road trip. Anyone 
interested please contact 
Erika 984-3867 or email: 


castledungeon@home.com. 
The deadline for signing up 


is January 20/ 2000 as we 
have to get an idea how 
many participants we have. 


www.hvinginleather.org or 
Lady Victoria at 


EdgeFem@aol.com The 
host hotel will be Doubletree 
Hotel, 18740 Pacific 
Highway South, Seattle, WA 
98188. 


Reservations can be made at 
1-800-222-TREE (Be sure 
to identify yourself as 
registering for National 
Leather Association - 
International) Special NLA- 
I Room Rates $95.00 with 
up to a four person 
occupancy. We would 
recommend booking now, as 
this event will apparently 
sell out. 
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Edmonton 
1999/2000 
Workshop Top- 
ics 


December 17, 
1999 — 
Christmas 
Party. 


Enjoy some great 
food, bring a gift, decorate 
your sub and meet Mr. & 
Mrs. Sado Clause as we 
host our first Christmas 
Party. 


Living In Leather 


January, 2000 
— Annual 
General 
Meeting 


February, 2000 — 
Basic Rope Bondage 
Hands on Workshop 
to teach you how to 
securely and safely tie 
someone during your 
scene. Demo/ 
Participation. 


Laughter, The 
Best Medicine 


Some people come into 
BDSM without realizing 
how much toys cost. 
Many of them learn to 
make their own or to 
substitute household 
goods. Here’s a list ofa 
few things that could save 
someone a lot of cash. 


Why buy liquid latex 
when latex house paint 
works just as well and is 
a lot cheaper? 


Instead of mummifying 
with Saran Wrap, use the 
bubble wrap you get free 
from work. 


CBT? Popsicle sticks 
and duct tape. 


Need an enema kit? Get 
a few of those lunchbox 
Hi-C drinks. Not only is 
the plastic flexible, the 
flavors aren’t bad either. 


How about a beginner’s butt 
plug? You can always use a 
rectal thermometer...that’s 
where it’s supposed to go. 


Cuffs? That’s easy...make a 
few construction paper 
chains and tape them over 
your sub’s wrists. 


Want to collar your sub 
without paying big bucks for 
the leather? The toilet bowl 
seat should slide easily over 
head (and if you don’t clean 
it beforehand, they won’t 
touch it to remove it. 


To that end, NLAI is proud 
to announce some exciting 
changes for the coming year. 


1. The LINK will be 
returning to a 
quarterly 
newsletter. We 
think that this will 
afford us the 
opportunity to 
present an even 
better newsletter, 
with more stories 
and more 
information. I 
would personally 
like to urse you to 
send your stories, 
event notices, 
ideas, letters, etc. 
to our new LINK 
editor, Susan 
Tyler-Freer at 
stf{@u. washington.edu. 

2. LIL 2000, our 15" 
Anniversary event, 
will be held in the 


city that gave birth and law Project’s funding to product 
to NLAI... Seattle, enforcement immediate goal is the video. NLAI is 
Washington. We’ve personnel who to have a positive asking all SM/ 
changed the dates to share their studies reflection of the Fetish 


June 29 — July 3, 
2000. 


and documented 
findings in an effort 


leather community 
instead of the 


organizations and 
individuals for 


At LIL XIV we to distinguish SM perpetuated donations to fund 
made an exciting from abuse by tunnelled-vision this educational 
announcement from defining consensual myths which have program. Please 


the stage — The SM 


adult sexuality. 


discredited the 


make checks 


Video Project. The Mark Frazier heads leather community payable to NLAI 
project addresses the video project in the past. The and send to: 
mainstreams’ and is campaigning video will impact 

longstanding to have the video all SM/Fetish NLAL, Video 
misconceptions of distributed (once individuals with Project 

the SM culture by completed) to the credibility, dignity, PBM # 155 


producing a factual 
study of SM in 
video format. The 
video contains 
interviews with 
leading 
psychotherapists 


police, court 
systems, crisis 
centres and other 
mainstream groups 
who need SM 
education. The 
SM Video 


respect, truth, and 
fairness. 


The production of the 
project is underway. 
To make The SM 
Video Project a reality 
it will take special 


3439 NE Sandy 
Blvd, . 
Portland, OR 
97232-1959 


Your help is 
greatly 
appreciated. 


35 PRIVATE ROOMS 
2 SLING ROOMS 
4 DOUBLE ROOMS 
LARGE SHOWER AREA 
PLUSH WHITE TOWELS 
9 MAN HOT TUB 
DRY SAUNA 
LOCKERS 
2 PORNO ROOMS 
GLORY HOLE BOOTHS 
CABLE TV LOUNGE 
LOCK BOXES 
FREE CONDOMS 
CLEAN, SAFE, SECURE 
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By Liz Massiah, MSW 
RSW 

Reg’d Clinical Social 
Worker 

(Edited by Gordon 
Portman) 


Seldom is the pressure to be 
“normal” felt as strongly as 
it is by parents, not only in 
the sense of whether the kids 
are, or will be, “normal” 
but whether they are, as 
mum or as dad. Bookstores 
abound with books by 
“experts”, each trying to 
market their version of how 
to achieve that wonderful 
goal of the “normal, healthy, 
happy child” ... and then 
there are the in-laws, the 
colleagues, the parents, the 
friends - sometimes it seems 
as though everyone has an 
opinion, and that they’re all 
right (at least in their own 
minds). In my office, and 
[’msure in the offices of lots 
of other healing 
professionals, questions 
from parents are full of direct 
and indirect requests for re- 
assurance that everything’s 
okay. Sometimes it seems 
as though it’s having the 
questions that’s “normal”. 


In my experience, one way 
of looking at questions 
around parenting is to reflect 
on the meaning of being a 
parent. The tasks, the day to 
day doings of the job are 
endless, everything from 
wiping noses and bottoms 
to wiping away tears (that 
sometimes hurt you as much 
as they do the child, but 
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admittedly it’s a different 
kind of owie). It seems to 
me, however, that perhaps 
more important are the 
values that support, frame, 
and motivate each of those 
tasks. For example: what 
do you believe about the 
world and the people in it, 
as a parent and as a person 
(and remember, they’re not 
mutually exclusive)? Is ita 
safe place, overall, or is it to 
be regarded with distrust 
and suspicion? Or is there a 
balance to be found between 
caution and optimism? 
Then: is it important to do 
the Sesame Street thing and 
share with others, care for 
others, or is it necessary to 
look out for ourselves first 
and foremost? And: how 
do we think we should 
manage our human desires 
and urges? What do we 
want, or need, from others, 
and how do we go about 
getting those things? 
Finally, and perhaps most 
importantly, there’s the 
issue of communication, 
not only in terms of what 
you re telling your children 
with your words and 
showing them with your 
actions, but also what your 
children are telling and 
showing you. 


With more and more people 
in our community having 
kids, or talking about having 
kids, or thinking about 
talking about having kids, 
it’s getting more and more 
important to examine these 
questions from our own 
unique perspective as gay, 


Sicidie Of iNGenal 


lesbian, bisexual, or 
transgendered people. An 
interesting example of a book 
that focuses on the ways and 
means of parenting in our 
community is “Politics of the 
Heart, A Lesbian Parenting 
Anthology”, by Pollack and 
Vaughan, 1987. Here, 
through a series of essays, 
the hows and whys of being 
a lesbian and being a parent 
are explored through a 
lesbian feminist lens. 


While Pollack and Vaughan 
focus on lesbians, the book 
is alsoimportant for gay men. 
The questions they pose are 
relevant to all of us in this 
community: for example, 


what does it mean to be a 
parent when you re “out’’, as 
opposed to when you're 
closeted? Lots of gay parents 
have struggles finding kid- 
friendly social activities: 
with lesbians it’s even harder 
if the child is male. How do 
we cope? What about the 
support gay dads get from 
gay friends: is that different 
if they are parenting a 
daughter rather than a son? 
Our variations on the 
questions are endless, and 


unfortunately there aren't 
always easy answers ... or 
answers at all. 


It often seems tome, though, 
in the midst from all kinds 
of questions from all kinds 
of folks and getting about 
all kinds of answers, that 
the real experts in how to do 
the “parenting thing” are 
other parents, not the 
therapists, the book writers, 
columnists, etc. Hence the 
benefits found in groups of 
parents gathering for mutual 
support, humour and 
learning. If you find yourself 
in a parenting situation, 
perhaps joining or even 
founding such a group might 
be useful. After all, there’s 
not only strength in 
numbers: there’s also 
wisdom. 


My previous column 
addressed issues of gender; 
this one talks about 
parenting; another soon will 
talk about violence. For a 
look at the way all three of 
these issues are connected, 
the way they all work with, 
and against, each other, stay 
tuned - and meanwhile, try 
reading Adrienne Rich and 
Audrey Lorde. Both wnters 
have important things to say 
about these issues to both 
men and women. 


(The opinions expressed in 
this article are those of the 


author. They are not 
intended to replace 
consultation with a 


qualified, accountable, 
professional therapist.) 


Flowers leave some 
of thern fragrance 
in the bind that 
bestowed then. 
Chinese Prove 


Marlow& Richards' 
12325-102 Avenue 
488-4359 


Studio 
10422-123 Street 
414-1535 


Flowers "R" at Debaji's 
7115-109 Street 
435-7894 


Marlo S. 
Richspos 


FLOWERS Op ” 


flowers 


Warning 


List 


This list identifies a series 
of behaviors typically 
demonstrated by batterers 
and abusive people. All of 
these forms of abuse, 
psychological, economic, 
and physical - come from 
the batterer’s desire for 
power and control. The list 
can help you recognize if 
you or someone you know 
is in a violent relationship. 
check off those behaviors 
that apply to the 
relationship. The more 
checks on the page, the more 
dangerous the situation may 
be. 


Emotional and Economic 
Attacks 


*Destructive Criticism/ 
Verbal Abuse: Name-calling; 
mocking; accusing; blaming; 
yelling; swearing; making 
humiliating remarks or 
gestures. 


*Pressure Tactics: Rushing 
you to make decisions through 
“guilt-tripping” and other 
forms of intimidation; sulking; 
threatening to withhold money; 
manipulating the children; 
telling you what to do. 


*Abusing Authority: Always 
claiming to be right (insisting 
statements are “the truth”); 


Muscle Maid 


Cleaning Services 
Proudly Serving The Gay & Lesbian Community 
Of Edmonton 


We Offer : 


Regular Home Cleaning 
Weekly 


Biweekly 
Monthly 


Move In / Out Cleaning 
Window Cleanin 


Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 


For a free in home estimate call 


440-3258 


telling you what to do; 
making big decisions; using 
“logic.” 


*Disrespect: Interrupting; 
changing topics; not 
listening or responding; 
twisting your words; putting 
you down in front of other 
people; saying bad things 
about your friends and 
family. 


*Abusing Trust: Lying; 
withholding information; 
cheating on you; being 
overly jealous. 


*Breaking Promises: Not 
following through on 
agreements; not taking a fair 
share of responsibility; 
refusing to help with child 
care or housework. 


*Emotional Withholding: 
Not expressing feelings; not 
giving support, attention, or 
compliments; not respecting 
feelings, nights, or opinions. 


*Minimizing, Denying & 
Blaming: Making Light of 
behavior and not taking your 
concerns about it seriously; 
saying the abuse didn’t 
happen; shifting 
responsibility for abusive 
behavior; saying you caused 
it. 


*Economic Control: 
Interfering with your work 
or not letting you work; 
refusing to give you or 
taking your money; taking 
your car keys or otherwise 
preventing you from using 
the car; threatening to report 
you to welfare or other 
social service agencies. 


* Self-Destructive 
Behavior: Abusing drugs 
or alcohol; threatening 
suicide or other forms of 
self-harm; deliberately 


saying or doing things that 
will have negative 
consequences (e.g., telling 
off the boss).. 


* Isolation: Preventing or 
making it difficult for you to 
see friends or relatives; 
monitoring phone calls; 
telling you where you can 
and cannot go.. 


* Harassment: Making 
uninvited visits or calls; 
following you; checking up 
on you; embarrassing you in 
public; refusing to leave 
when asked.. 


Acts of Violence 


* Intimidation: Making 
angry or threatening 
gestures; use of physical size 
to intimidate; standing in 
doorway during arguments; 
out shouting you; driving 
recklessly.. 


* Destruction: Destroying 
your possessions (e.g., 
furniture); punching walls; 
throwing and/or breaking 
things.. 


* Threats: Making and/or 
carrying out threats to hurt 
you or others.. 


* Sexual Violence: 
Degrading treatment based 
on your sex or sexual 
orientation; using force or 
coercion to obtain sex or 
perform sexual acts.. 


* Physical Violence: Being 
violent to you, your children, 
household pets or others; 
Slapping; punching; 
grabbing; kicking; choking; 
pushing; biting; burning; 
stabbing; shoots; etc.. 


* Weapons: Use of 
weapons, keeping weapons 
around which frighten you; 
threatening or attempting to 
kill you or those you love.. 


Shock Therapy 


Bauhaus 

“Gotham” 

Metropolis Records 

PO Box 54307 
Philadelphia, PA 19105 
Wwww.metropolis- 
records.com 

www. bauhausmusik.com 


First of all, this wasn’t a 
reunion tour like the usual 
“Let’s cash in on our name & 
legacy” (hello Black Sabbath, 
Page & Plant,etc.). This was 
an event. Bauhaus still had 
some unfinished business. 
This wasn’t a reunion tour. 
This was the gothic event of 
the decade. It was a piece of 
history, and for a couple of 
hours, a few of us became 
part of it, & unfortunately 


never experience itagain. The 
beauty of Bauhaus is 
something that, as I found 
out last year, can only be trully 
appreciated live. Ifyou caught 
the show, you Il know what I 
mean. If not, pick up this CD 
& video, you'll wish you were 
there. The sound quality on 
the CD is impecible, the 
production of the video 
outstanding. The joy, 
excitement, eerieness & 
sadness are captured with 
haunting accuracy seldom 
found in a live performance 
video. The CD, which 
features the entire 
“Resurection” show, has all 
the Bauhaus favorites. 
“Hollow Hills”, “She’s In 
Parties”, “Ziggy Stardust”, 
and of course “Bela Lugosi’s 


Mineauw 
THEATRE ¥ 


8712 - 109 ST. 


433- 0728 


or on the internet 
http://www.edmovieguide.com 


Dead”, are all here. At the 
very end of disc 2 is the 
much talked about cover 
version of Dead Can Dances 
“Severence’’. Performed live 
on the tour, Bauhaus 
recorded this song in the 
studio in 98', with the same 
magic they had in 1982. 


The “Resurrection” tour was 
nota reunion, it was an event. 
The “Gotham” set is not a 
CD/video, it is a piece of 
history captured for your 
pleasure. Bauhaus is not a 
band, they are an entity. 


Assemblage 23 
“contempt” 

Gashed! 

PO Box 1176, Station M 
Calgary, Alberta T2P- 
2K9 

www.gashed.com 
www.synthetic.org/a23 


I'd been hearing rumblings 
about this album for some 
time, (nothing like hype, 
huh?) and when I 
unknowingly heard the first 
track at the store... Well, lets 
just say this disc hasn’t made 
it out of my cd player yet. 
The man behind Assemblage 
23 has created a CD nothing 
short of genious. This first 
outing by A23 does nothing 
but make me want to dance. 
Opening track “Anthem”, a 
sure fire clubfloor hit with 
it’s pounding beat, 
powerladen synth, brooding 
vocals & apocalypitc lyrics, 
will propel A23 to the top of 
the elektro heap. 
Reminiccent of Covenant & 
Front 242 at times, the 
Industrial/EBM stylings of 
“Contempt” prove to be a 


great soundtrack for the 
upcomming millenium. Fans 
of this genre should find that 
A23 will be a must have for 
their collection. Available 
locally at Hexed...just in time 
for Christmas! 


VNV Nation 

“Empires” 

Dependent Records 
www.nation.demon.co.uk 


This is a hit. No and, ifs or 
buts about it. This is a hit. 
The highly anticipated follow 
up to last years “Praise The 
Fallen” picks up from right 
where we last heard VN V- on 
the dance floor. Tracks like 
“Kingdom”, “Rubicon” & 
“Dark Angel” rip apart the 
clubfloor, creating a sonic 
barrage that will leave the 
listeners ears bleeding & 
begging for more! There 
really is not a weak track on 
here. Too dark to be Synth- 
Pop, too popish to be EBM... 
almost like a Depeche Mode/ 
Front 242/Underworld 
hybrid. The track “Legion” is 
the perfect example of such. 
80’s style programming, with 
90’s type vocals, soundscapes 
& layerings. This song is 
definately one of the hi-lights 
of “Empires”. I’m not sure 
when or who is going to 
release this disc domesticly, 
be it Wax Trax or Metropolis, 
but it should be available at 
one of the independent record 
shops around town. I think 
we can order itin at Hexed, so 
if you can’t find it, talk to us 
and we Il try to hook you up. 
You shant be dissapointed. 


Hugs & kisses, welts & 


wishes.... nik 
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My Monthly 


Neurosis 


By Rob Browatzke 


Normally every year around 
December 27, I start 
reflecting back on the past 
12 months, what I 
accomplished, what I 
learned, in an effort to 
formulate my New Year’s 
Resolutions. This year, 
perhaps because it’s the 
Millenium, I’ve started this 
process earlier. And the one 
thing that I can safely say is 
that it is the people I’ve met, 
and the relationships I’ve 
developed, that are the most 
important accomplishments. 


But relationships are tricky 
things, and these past few 
weeks have given mea crash- 
course in all the things not to 
do if you want to make 
relationships work. So, as 
my way to bring in the New 
Year, I’m going to impart a 
few choice pearls of wisdom 
for all of you. 


1. Relationships centered 
around shooter sales tend to 
fall apart shortly after last 
call. This seems awfully 
fluffy but it is actually saying 
quite a bit about the 
oftentimes superficiality of 
nightclub trysts. If you’re 
going for style rather than 
substance, which canbe quite 
fun, then passing through a 
sambuca looking-glass is 
fine, but if you want 
Wonderland to last beyond 
the bar, a foundation stronger 
than cocktails is required. 
2. There are always going to 
be people who won’t give 
you the time of day. You 
know the type, young 
gorgeous gods who pose so 
prettily, who smile just 
friendly enough to make you 
think “maybe tonight’s the 
night” then walk away. The 
lesson to be learned here is 


not to let it get you down. If 
you get all bitter about it, not 
only are you going to suffer, 
you're going to make those 
around you suffer. Bitterness 
can be a fun game to play 
once in a while but as soon as 
you let that bitterness 
dominate you, you’re the one 
who loses. And remember, 
those gorgeous young things 
will age. Looks will only get 
you so far; a positive outlook 
on life will take you farther. 
3. A good friend is always 
more important than a good 
lay. That doesn’t really 
require any further 
explanation, does it? 

4. You’re never too old to be 
swept off your feet in a grade- 
school crush. You know the 
type, no one in the world but 
him, oh my god I’m so love, 
even though you know it’s 
not really love. Infatuation is 
half the reason I go to the bar 
at all. Drunken flirting/ 
groping/kissing always makes 
me feel young and innocent 
all over again, and it’s magic 
like that, no matter how 
temporary, that keeps my on- 
a-star wishes alive. 

5. If you’re going to be drunk 
enough to flirt with someone 
you have to work with 
tomorrow, you damn well 
better be sure you won’t regret 
it when you're sober. Moving 
from colleagues and friends 
to anything more is always 
risky business, but if you 
understand that risk and are 
willing to take it, then go 
ahead. Sometimes it works 
out just perfect and what fun 
is life without a little risk? 
6. If you’re friends with both 
parties in a couple, and you 
happen to be there when that 
couple starts to crash and 
burn, it’s best to back up and 
stay out of it. Emotions run 
high when heated words 
explode in flung cocktails, 
snappy insults, and bitch- 


slaps. If you stay out of it, 
they’1l come to you when they 
need to talk, because they 
need a friend more than a 
marriage counsellor (unless 
you actually happen to be a 
marriage counsellor, in which 
case go ahead). Chances are, 
no matter how the fight ends, 
you'll be able to be friends 
with both of them ifyou aren’t 
seen to be taking sides. 

7. Whether friend or partner, 
there are three C’s to making 
a relationship work (how 
cheesily 12-steps): Caring, 
Communication, and 
Compromise. You’ve got to 
care about what the other 
person is thinking and 
feeling, you have to be able to 
communicate your feelings 
as well as letting the other 
person communicate theirs, 
and you’ve got to be willing 
to compromise. It sounds too 
tritea formula for relationship 


success but what more can 


you expect in a page-long 
monthly column? 


If the world is going to end in 
some sort of Y2K 
Armageddon on New Year’s 
Eve, then the one thing that 
truly made life worth living 
was developing relationships 
with people. From wherever I 
go when the happy hour of 
my life ends, I want to be able 
to look back on it all when 
that Ultimate Last Call is 
called and say “I knew you, I 
loved you, and for that one 
brief moment, we transcended 
the mundane.” Because to 
love another person is to come 
as close to the divine as 
possible. After all, Hallmark, 
Disney, and every boy band 
to ever sing a ballad built 
fortunes on the sappy 
perfection of love. They 
couldn’t all be wrong. 


hemeytall 


9:00 P.MI. 
Every Monday 
at Hemp Cafe 

No Cover 


10332-81 Avenue 


| can resist 
anything but 
temptation 
itself... 


Oscar Wilde 


° 


Lunch & Dinner 
Mionday to Saturday 
Sunday Brunch 


10137-124 Street 
Reservations: (780) 488-9188 


A World 
AIDS 
Day 
Head’s 
Up 


(From Bob Mills) 


Aids Deaths: UNAIDS 
Reports Record 
Number In 1999 


More people will 
die of AIDS this year 


than in any year since the 
epidemic began — almost 
2.6 million worldwide — and 
5.6 million individuals will 
be infected with HIV this 
year, according to a new 
report issued yesterday by the 
World Health Organization 
and the Joint UN Program 
on HIV/AIDS in advance of 
the 12th annual World AIDS 
Day on Dec. 1. The report, 
“AIDS Epidemic Update — 
December 1999,” states that 
AIDS deaths account for 
about one in 20 deaths 
worldwide and the total 
number of AIDS deaths since 
the beginning ofthe epidemic 
isabout 16.3 million (Brown, 
Washington Post, 11/24). 
More than half the people 
with AIDS worldwide are 
under age 25, and “few will 
live to see their 35th 
birthdays,” the Los Angeles 
Times reports. Dr. 

Peter Piot, executive director 
of UNAIDS, said, “The 
epidemic is far from over. 
The crisis is actually 
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growing” (Maugh, Los 
Angeles Times, 11/24). He 
added, “With an epidemic of 
this scale, every new infection 
adds to the ripple effect, 
impacting families, 
communities, households 
and increasingly, businesses 
and economies” (Leeman, 
AP/USA Today, 11/24). The 
report also says that 50 
million people worldwide 
have been infected with HIV. 
Piotsaid, “AIDS has emerged 
as the single greatest threat 
to development in many 
countries of the world” (WHO 
release, 11/23). Piot said that 
the “threat of HIV has not 
diminished in any country,” 
despite new drug advances 
(Altman, New York Times, 
11/24). Russia and sub- 
Saharan Africa have been 
particularly hard hit by HIV, 
according to the report. 


RUSSIA 


Needle sharing is a 
major factor in the spread 
of HIV/AIDS in Russia, 
where the number of new 
cases reported for 1999 is 
four times greater than in 
all of 1998. The official 
number of HIV-positive 
Russians is 23,509; 445 
AIDS deaths have been 
reported nationwide. 
However, the Russian 
government estimates that 
the number of HIV cases is 
five times higher. The New 
York 
Times reports that the 
“steep rise in the infection 
rate is alarming, and 
sometimes astounding, all 
by itself.” Arkadiusz 
Majszyk, a UNAIDS 
expert on Russia, said, “A 
critical mass of injecting 
drug users is coming to the 


picture, and because of this, 
one or two cases of HIV 
coming from outside the 
region is enough to start a 
very quick wave” (Wines, 
New York Times, 11/24). 
The report also noted that in 
the Russian Federation, 
nearly half of all reported 
cases of HIV since the start 
of the epidemic were 
recorded in the first nine 
months of 1999 alone. And 
in Moscow, three times as 
many cases were reported 
in the first nine months of 
1999 as inall previous years 
combined (WHO release, 
11/23). 


OTHER AREAS 


a. The Caribbean is another 
hotbed of HIV infection, 
trailing only Africa in the 
prevalence of infection 
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NO COVER CHARGE 
~-FREE COAT CHECK 


--DONATIONS FOR FOOD BANK 6K 
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TER STARY AY 


(Washington Post, 11/24). 
b. Drug-related infections 
are a growing problem for 
the Middle East, where two- 
thirds of recorded HIV 
cases in Bahrain are 
attributed to intravenous 
drug use, while half the 
cases in Iran and one-third 
of those in Tunisia are drug- 
related. 

c. Even inthe United States, 
which spends $3 billion a 
year on HIV drug therapies, 
the number of AIDS deaths 
isno longer dropping. Some 
believe that the country’s 
declining death rate “has 
led to a resurgence of risky 
sexual behavior among a 
population that has begun 
to view HIV infection as a 
controllable problem more 
like diabetes than cancer” 
(Los Angeles Times, 11/ 
24). 


The Myth 
Concerning 
HIV/AIDS and 
Gay Men 


Submitted by HIV 


Edmonton as part of 
the 

Canadian AIDS 
Society’s 1999 AIDS 
Awareness Week Myths 
Campaign 


In the Province of Alberta, 
between the 1*t of January 
1999 and the 30" of June 


Party Favors 
Snacks 
Champagne 
Food Trays 


Advance $20.{ 
At Door $2 


RED DEER, AB. 


1999, 75 new cases of HIV 
infection were reported of 
which 19 new cases are 
attributed to men who have 
sex with men (MSM). That 
accounts for 25.3 % of the 
total number of new cases 
reported in Alberta in that 
time frame. The number of 
new cases of HIV infection 
reported since May 1, 1998 
(when reporting on HIV 
testing became mandatory in 


= Service 
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s communities, 


Alberta) is 197. Gay and 
bisexual men or MSM 
account for only 42 of these 
cases, that is 21.3% of all 
new HIV infections reported 
in that time frame. 


Throughout Canada the 
figures change slightly. First, 
men who have sex with men 
(MSM) account for 50.2% of 
all reported AIDS cases (down 
from 79.9% in 1989) and with 
the present regime of anti- 
viral treatments available, the 
rate of full blown AIDS cases 
will continue to decrease. 
Secondly, the percentage of 
new HIV infections for MSM 
is 36% of all positive tests for 
1997/98, compared with 40% 
in 1996, 44% in 1995 and 
75% prior to 1995. 


In the years since the first 
labeling, the illness came to 
be known as AIDS (acquired 
immuno deficiency syndrome). 
Some time later HIV (human 
immunodeficiency virus) was 
isolated as the virus that 
caused AIDS. The label of 
gay men’s disease prevailed 
and with the label rode the 
apathy and homophobia 
allowing (for the most part) 
the disease to spread 
unchecked. 


In the recent years, AIDS 
Organizations 
(ASOs) have recognized that 
in order to reach the other 
populations that were being 
infected and affected by HIV 
they had to dramatically 
change the publics perception 
of the disease. The ASOs 


- throughout the world, and 


with the help of the World 
Health Organization and 
UNAIDS campaigned to draw 
attention to the incidence of 
HIV infection in women, 
youth, Aboriginal 
intravenous 
drug users, and in general, 


the entire population. In the 
last five years, these 
organizations, with the help 
of other international 
initiatives, have been 
highlighting the presence of 
HIV in the Third World 
countries of Africa, Asia and 
South America. Of the 33.4 
million HIV _ infections 
globally, 65% or 
approximately 22.5 million 
people live in Africa. Also, 
of the 5.8 million new 
infections globally, 4 million 
were in Sub-Sahara, Africa. 
(UNAIDS December, 1998) 


HIV/AIDS is not a gay man’s 
disease. HIV does not 
recognize gender, sexual 
orientation, age, nationality, 
religious affiliation, or colour. 
HIV is indiscriminate and will 
attack anyone and everyone. 
There isn’t a single person on 
this planet who is immune to 
being affected or infected by 
this disease. HIV is capable 
of striking us all. 


Understanding risk behaviours 
and knowing our 
vulnerability can prevent 
further transmission. Each 
of us owes it to ourselves, our 
families and our communities 
to make decisions in our 
sexual lives and in our social 
lives that keep us safe. For 
example, condoms have been 
proven effective in the 
reduction of HIV 
transmission. Learn to talk 
toyour partners about condom 
use and the need to be safe. If 
you are an injection drug user 
or a Steroid user, never share 
a needle with fellow users. 
When going for a tattoo or to 
get a piercing done, be certain 
that you are dealing with a 
reputable business. Avoid 
doing tattooing or piercing 
on your own or as a group 
activity with friends. 
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Away 


It’s that time of year again 
when the trees become 
bare, the weather starts to 
get cold and for those that 
work from 9 to 5 the 
daylight seems non- 
existent. For some, this 
time of year can be very 
depressing, but don’t 
worry, there is hope. A 
great way to beat those 
winter blahs is to get away 
from it all. And since it is 
winter, why not escape for 
a ski weekend. 


Picture a group of 
monstrous snow capped 
mountains in the distance, 
seemingly bare of any sign 
of human life. As you get 
closer you begin to see 
winter wildlife around 
every corner. A group of 
elk crossing the highway 
around the first, a couple 
of deer bounding through 
the ditch around the next, 
and if you're lucky, maybe 
a black bear with her two 
cubs meandering through 
the trees around the third. 
Traffic up the steep, snowy 
roads of the mountain’s 
side is heavy, but you don’t 
mind as you stare off into 
the trees, their branches 
sagging from the 
untouched snow. If you’re 
feeling brave enough, you 
even roll down the window 
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Breaking 


to let some of the peaceful, 
clean and fresh air into the 
car. Yeah, you think, 
winter sucks, but it will 
only be a matter of time 
before all of this beautiful 
scenery is gone. 
You might as 
well take 
advantage of it 
while you can. 


Suddenly the 


silence is 
broken. You 
approach a 
parking lot, 


filled to its 
Capacity. 
People seem to 
outnumber the 
vehicles four to 
one. A group 
of teens are 
strapping on 
snowboards by 
the side of an 
old van that you 
wonder how it 
even made it this far up the 
mountain. Four middle- 
aged men stand on their 
skis, the obvious expert of 
which is giving a quick 
last minute lesson on how 
to snow plow. Twotwenty 
something women ski by 
your vehicle, racing to see 
who can reach the 
beginning of the ski lift 
first. A group of children, 
aged eleven or twelve whiz 
by you, skiing with such 
ease you re sure they must 
have been doing this since 


they were born. The 


underlying theme of all of 
this going on around you? 
Every one is happy and 
seems to be having the time 
of their lives. You strap on 


your skis and prepare to 
have yours. 


Of course, this is not the 
only way to enjoy a ski 
vacation. Skiing packages 
are a wise alternative 
because you can end up 
saving yourself both a lot 
of money and stress. The 
energy levels onthesetours 
are usually high, causing 
the creation of new 
friendships to come with 
ease. They also offer the 
added bonus of not having 


to cram passengers into 
your car, already filled to 
capacity with skis, boots, 
poles, and weekend 
luggage. Once a car trip 
like this takes on more than 
two passengers, 
the sometimes 
lengthy ride to 
the ski lodge can 
brejcnomin we 
somewhat 
uncomfortable. 
Ski tours offer 
not just the fun 
and excitement, 
but alsothe same 
sights and 
scenery you will 
get by traveling 
on your own. 
And not to 
worry, the 
peacefulness 
you may be 
looking for will 
probably be 
found at your ski 
lodge, and will 
surely be found once you 
slide off the ski lift and 
onto the clean white snow 
of the huge mountain slope. 


Your accommodations will 
vary depending on the 
package you choose. For 
those that prefer to return 
to civilization after a day of 
skiing, trips are offered with 
lodgings located inthe town 
closest to the ski hill. Others 
preferring to descend the 
mountain peaks but still 
wishing to retain the 
peacefulness of staying 


away from the bustle of 
people in town may opt to 
take a package that 
includes accommodations 
at the base of the mountain. 
Depending on where you 
are, this could involve cozy 
cabins fortwo, or one large 
lodge filled with quaint 
rooms and a comfortable 
lobby complete with a 
fireplace. Avid skiers 
looking to avoid the traffic 
and beat the first rush of 
lift line-ups may want to 
choose a package that 
offers stays in a luxury 
chalet located up in the 
mountain peaks. Those 
looking for some real 
seclusion may want to look 
into a stay at a bed & 
breakfast. Of course, 
you ll want to be sure to 
inquire about. the 
accommodations before 


you choose a package to 


CALL es 5014 FOR INFO 


PRIVATE CAY CLUB FOR MEM 


BERS 


ensure that they are 
reputable and what you are 
looking for. 


Although not all ski 
packages do, the ones 
which we have been on 
have included some type 
of a meal package. In 
most cases it was just a 
breakfast, but some of the 
packages also offered full 
meal plans similar to an 
all-inclusive holiday. 
Most of the mountain side 
chalets will have either a 
restaurant or in-room 
kitchenettes. It is always 
a wise idea to find out 
what type of meal plan is 
offered beforehand 
through your travel agent. 


When selecting your ski 
package, be sure to pick a 


tour company that provides 


AND Ha Pageels, 


your lift passes and 
transfers to the resort 
which you are staying at. 
This decreases the time 
you stand in line-ups and 
takes care of planning in 
advance, leaving you with 
time to enjoy yourself 
without worry of having 
to organize your trip once 
you get there. Combine 
this with the feature of 
inclusive meals and you 
can really be at ease 
knowing that pretty much 
everything has been paid 
for before you have even 
left home. 


There are packages that 
are designed specifically 


forthe gay men and lesbian 
community. The most 
common are to 


destinations in the US and 
Europe. But for those 
looking for a simple 


package to Banffor Jasper, 
it is possible to put a tailor 
made package together. 
For larger groups, 
chartering a bus is always 
a fun way to go. 


Surviving the winter blahs 
can be tough, but 
remember that there are 
ways to beat them. We are 
confident that we have 
provided you with one of 
the best and most fun. Who 
knows, it may even cause 
you to start looking 
forward to winter. 


Travel Trivia — In what 
country does the European 
Gay Ski Week take place? 


Answer — France 


Jacy Dobrich & 
Roberta Gabelmann 


Edmonton POsans Living With HIV Society 
(oss e 
TRS 
sitive 
November 18, 1999 


Dennis Cambly 
Managing Editor 
Times.10 Magazine 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Dear Dennis, 

The members, staff and Board of Directors extend their heartfelt 
thanks for all your dedication and hard work in organizing the 
very successful No Name Fundraiser. Last year with the generosity 
of the community and your commitment to making this happen, 
we were able to provide 92 food hampers that enhanced the 
Christmas of 160 adults and 87 children. We were getting a 
“little” (read really) anxious about our ability to achieve that 
goal this year. However, once again you have provided us with 
the means. To all of the businesses that were involved; The 
Garneau Theatre, The Roost, Buddy's Dance Club, Down 
Under, Secrets Bar and Grill, Hemp Cafe and The Other Place, 
I want to let you know a little more about the people who benefit 
from this event. 


Weare all people living with HIV. Each hamper goes to at least 
one person who is HIV+. However, many of the hampers go to 
couples who are both HIV+ while others support families with 
children who are also HIV+. We are men and women, straight 
and gay. We are from all walks of life with many diverse 
backgrounds and life experiences. I have 2 children aged 12 and 
17, my partner is also HIV+. He and I met after we were 
diagnosed. Even though I am not living ona fixed income (Iam 
still in good health after being diagnosed HIV+ for 7 1/2 years), 
I still apply for the Xmas hamper. I do it to remind myself that 
there are people out there who care, who empathize with me. 
Those who know how difficult it is to make new friends after 
being diagnosed. Those who know the heartbreak of seeing their 
kids keeping “the secret”. Those who know that someday I will 
not have the energy or resources to provide those extras at 
Christmas time. Those who know the fear that I may not be here 
next Christmas. To all of you, who know these feelings, have 
shared them their friends or family; thank you for your strength. 


To all of you from the community who drew together to 
participate in the No Name Fundraiser, who supported us, who 
have taken the time, energy and given of your resources to 
enhance our Christmas, thank you. May your inner strength be 
enhanced throughout this holiday season 1999 and for the next 
millennium! 


Yours truly, 
Maggie McGinn 
Executive Director 
Living Positive 
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Federation 
Of Gay 


Games 
Update 


Susan Emerson and 
Bill Wassmer were elected 
co-presidents of The 
Federation of Gay Games at 
its annual meeting. In 
addition, a gay and lesbian 
athletes’ group in Paris, 
France and organizations 
representing ice hockey 
players and figure skaters 
were elected to the 
Federation’s board of 
directors. 

Outreach was a major 
theme of this year’s board 
meeting. Croatia, Slovenia, 
Poland, Russia, Latvia and 
the Czech Republic were 
among countries represented 
for the first time. The 


Federation also established a 
scholarship program to help 
people from previously 
undeisepicscitens countries 
attend the quadrennial Gay 
Games, next scheduled for 


Sydney, Australia in 
November 2002. 
Sydney 2002 


announced its new slogan 
“Dreams Do Come True.” 
The Gay Games VI sports, 
cultural and registration 
plans are already further 
advanced than previous 
Games. After an 
encouraging reception by 
Federation directors, Sydney 
2002 left the Berlin meeting 
on a promotional tour to 
London, Paris, New York, 
Philadelphia and San 
Francisco. 

Next year’s board 
meeting will be held in 
Sydney to give Federation 
directors an opportunity to 
assess the progress of plans 
for the 2002 Gay Games, 
much of which will be held 
in the Sydney Olympic Park 
at Homebush Bay. 


Relationship Violence : A scary way to show ‘love’. 


happens in lesbigayt relationships 
is about power and control 


abusers abuse because they can - violence in relationships is condoned in our 


society 


starts slowly, increases and increases... 


makes you think you are crazy 


makes you think its all your fault - it isn’t 
the alcohol does not make her/him do it - that’s just another excuse 
can be physical, emotional, sexual, financial, spiritual 


Abusers say: 
you’re a failure 


you liked it 
you deserve it 


dddadaaadaddadddd 


and so forth...... 
V_ Abusers usually : 


think they are useless 


add<dd 


have been victims themselves 
have traditional beliefs about partner roles 
need help changing just as the victims need help recovering 


where the hell have you been - out screwing around? 
you upset me, it’s your fault 


if you think this is bad ... just wait till you see what I do next time 
what’s wrong- can’t take it like a man? 

good women always put out for their women 

how dare you spend money without asking me first 

only my friends are alright, yours are all losers 

throw things, hit the wall, hurt the pets, kids 


can change their ways; need to be treated with respect; happy, healthy 


women and men are not abusive to others 


V VICTIMS 
V_ can heal 


V_ don’t need to feel alone, ashamed 
V_ don’t need to tolerate being mistreated 
V_ are the best possible experts on what they need 


There is a support system developing here in Edmonton. Call Massiah Counselling 


Services 41 5 5434, for confidential, safe information. For men and women. In 


danger, call the Police. 


<l 


COFFEE Co. 


We specialize in: 
* Gourmet cheese cakes 
* Homemade soup & sandwiches 
freshly prepared for you when you order 
* Urban Fresh Fruit Bubble drinks 
* Liquer coffee & specialty drinks 
* Urban house wine 


To satisfy all Urban Grind 
customers we provide 
smoking and non-smoking 
sections 


Come join us down at 


Urban Grind. 
We are open 7 days a week 
Mon - Fri 7:00 am 'til 2:00 am 
Saturday 8:00 am 'til 2:00 am 
Sunday 11:00 am 'til 2:00 am 


Jesper Ave! 


10124-124 Street 


rban G ‘lng 


Managing Your 
Money 


By David Ushko 


Is the “tax creep” getting to you? 

It has been said many times recently by governments that 
Federal and Provincial tax rates are now going down in 
Canada. When I tell people this, many people say that in fact 
their tax bills have actually gone up. How can both of these 
things be happening at the same time or is one not true? 


The answer is both are happening because of something 
called “tax bracket creep”. Its effect is like a hidden tax 
increase due to inflation even though the stated tax rates have 
not increased and may even have gone down. Here is an 
example of how it works: 


Say you were over 18/under 65 and earned $28,000 as an 
employee in 1993 and you only claimed the basic personal 
amount (with no dependants claimed), CPP (for your Canada 
Pension Plan contributions) and EI/UI (for your Employment/ 
Unemployment Insurance contributions) tax credits. Ifyou 
stayed at the same job since 1993, you probably got some 
raises over the last several years to cover increases in the cost 
of living. Ifthe cost of living went up by 2% per year and you 
got increases of 2% per year, you would have made $30,914 
in 1998, so you should have been ok, right? 


WRONG! In 1998 your tax bill would have been about 14% 
higher. This is because the basic personal credit amount you 
could claim stayed the same from 1993 to 1998 (it did not go 
up by 2% per year) and because you moved into a higher tax 
bracket for the portion of your taxable income over $29,590. 


1993 
1998 


Taxable income $ 28,000 
$ 30,914 


Federal & Alberta Income Tax $5,211(93) $5,953 (98) 


If your tax bill only increased at 2% from 1993 to 1998 (in line 
with everything else) you should have paid $5,753 in income 
tax in 1998 or $200 less than what you would have actually 
paid in 1998. The extra $200 went to Ottawa, largely due to 
a higher tax bracket on taxable income over $29,590. 


So if you have the feeling you are paying more tax, even 
though the government says tax rates have actually come 
down, you may be right and it may be due to tax bracket creep. 


(David Ushko is a Chartered Accountant and provides a variety of 
accounting and tax services to individuals and owner managed 
businesses. This information is of a general nature and should not be 
relied on for specific situations. For specific advice or information please 
consult a professional advisor.) 33 


HIV 
Edmonton 
& 


Community 
Based 


Programming 
By HIV Edmonton 
Board of Directors 


In the July/August issue 
of Times.10, Robert 
Smith wrote an article 
entitled: “Gay and 
Lesbian Parent Group”. 


The article announced that 


HIV Edmonton would be 
initiating and providing 
this service. The article 
has sparked discussion, 
raising issues regarding 
the mandate and focus of 
HIV Edmonton. This 
article will attempt to 
address the concerns that 
have been brought to our 
attention in order to clear 
up any misperceptions 
about the intent of the 
program and the mission 
and goals of HIV 
Edmonton. 


First we would like to 
reiterate the Mission 
Statement and Goals of 
HIV Edmonton: 


HIV Network of 
Edmonton Society - 
Mission Statement 


The purpose of the HIV 
Network of Edmonton 
Society, serving 
Edmonton and its region, 
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is to educate, provide To collaborate with those enhance the lives of those 


support to, and advocate —_— organizations and infected and affected by 
on behalf of those institutions which can HIV. 

infected and affected by assist in addressing HIV 

HIV and to engage in related issues. To limit the transmission 
health promotion and of HIV particularly 

harm reduction strategies | To advocate and lobby on _ through health promotion 


behalf of individuals and and harm reduction. 
communities concerning 


issues related to HIV. 


with all populations. 


This mission statement, 
ratified in January of 
1999, came as a result of 


Major Goals of the 


society are: To provide support and 


9668 Jasper Ave 
422 2581 


Edmonton S Original 


Dec ist we're back open 
24 hours a day, every day. 
No ID or deposit required. 


Providing a comfortable, friendly environment 
for gay and bisexual men. 
Relax among friends, have fun. 


complexities of your life! 


EDWARD SANDBERG 
B.A., M.S.W., R.S.W. 
Phone: (780) 707-2115 
Fax: (780) 707-1404 
E-Mail: 
esandberg@home.com 
Celebrating a New Office 


Experience with: 
Life Transitions 
Relationships 

Sexual Orientation 
Depression 
Self-Estem 

Sexual Diversity 
Grief & Loss 
Substance Abuse 
#201, 10008-109 Street 
"Life Needs Balance" 
MSB Approved 


David Ushko 
Chartered Accountant 


Providing accounting and 
tax service and advice 


905, 10010 - 106 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 3L8 


Serving businesses 
and individuals 


Personal and corporate 
tax retums 


Telephone: (780) 425-2350 


Reasonable rates. Free initial consulation 


L 


| Edmonton Police Service 


fees, The Edmonton Police Service is committed to the 
an, fair and equitable treatment of all citizens. We 


A ‘ x! 
eps reds 


If you are a victim of a crime, call: 
Emergencies: 9-1-1 
Non-emergencies: 423-4567 


a series of community 
consultations held during 
the past year. 


An important dimension 
of our health promotion 
and harm reduction 
strategies is for HIV 
Edmonton to work 
collaboratively with 
community agencies to 
meet the goals of our 
mission statement. And 
indeed within the 
women’s community, 
with ethnic associations 
and with youth we are 
strengthening our 
collaboration. This 
collaborative process is 
restricted in the gay 
community by not having 
the type of community 
agencies and 
organizations with which 
to partner (see Times. 10, 
June 1999). The lack of 
community 


resources and or the lack 
of access to community 
resources is in itself a 
measure of discrimination 
experienced by the gay 
and lesbian community. 
One task then is for HIV 
Edmonton to explore 
ways to work within the 
LGBT community, which 
may include establishing 
services if deemed 
relevant and in keeping 
with our mission 
statement. 


When viewed holistically, 
suggestions such as the 
parenting group may 
contribute significantly as 


a forum to address HIV 
related issues, to educate 
and support those 
infected and affected by 
HIV/AIDS, and to 
address harm reduction 
and health concerns. To 
what extent HIV 
Edmonton should 
spearhead such efforts, 
and initiate similar 
programs will be subject 
to HIV Edmonton Board 
evaluation. 


The article drew response 
and dialogue around 
these issues, which were 
in turn brought to the 
attention of the HIV 
Edmonton Board. In 
response, the board 
wishes to reaffirm our 
commitment to the 
mission statement and 
our interest in further 
strengthening inroads to 
creating healthy 
communities. HIV 
Edmonton will not be 
proceeding with the gay 
parenting group at this 
time. The board will 
engage in further 
community consultation 
and discussion with 
regards to the gay 
parenting group, the 
LGBT family 
development center, and 
similar collaboration 
endeavors as part of the 
upcoming three year 
strategic planning 
process. 


We value your input and 
comments, now and in 
the future. 
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Green side up! 

A woman wants the inside of 
her house painted and she 
calls a contractor in to help 
her. They wander around the 
house, and she points out the 
colors she wants. She says, 
“Now, in the living room, I’d 
like to have a neutral beige, 
very soft and warm.” 


The contractor nods, pulls 
out his pad of paper and writes 
on it. Then he goes to the 
window, leans out and yells, 
“Green side up!” 


The woman is most perplexed 
but she lets it slide. They 
wander into the next room. 
She says, “In the dining room 
I'd like a light white, not 
stark, but very bright and 
airy.” The contractor nods, 
pulls out his pad of paper and 
writes on it. Then he goes to 
the window, leans out, and 
yells “Green side up”! The 
woman iS even more 
perplexed but still lets it slide. 
They wander further into the 
next room. She says, “In the 
bedroom, Id like blue. 
Restful, peaceful, cool blue.” 


The contractor nods, pulls 
out his pad of paper and writes 
on it. Then once more he 
goes to the window, leans out 
and yells “Green side up”! 
Thisistoomuch. The woman 
has toask. So she says, “Every 
time [| tell you a color, you 
write it down, but then you 
yell out the window ‘Green 
side up.’ What on earth does 
that mean?” 


The contractor shakes his 
head and says, “I have four 
blondes laying sod across the 
street.” 

Windows 2000 Error 
6 


Messages 

The following are just some 
of the new Windows 2000 
error messages that 

are under consideration for 
the planned Windows 2000: 


1. Enter any 11-digit prime 
number to continue. 

2. Press any key to continue 
or any other key to quit. 

3. Press any key except... no, 
No, NO, NOT THAT ONE! 
4. Bad command or file 
name! Go stand inthe corner. 
5. Windows message: “Error 
saving file! Format drive 
now? (Y/Y)” 

6. BREAKFAST.SYS 
halted... Cereal port not 
responding. 

7. File not found. Should I 
fake it? (Y/N) 

8. Runtime Error 6D at 
417A:32CF: Incompetent 
User. 

9. WinErr 16547: LPT1 not 
found. Usebackup. (PENCIL 
& PAPER.SYS) 

10. Your hard drive has been 
scanned and all stolen 
software titles have been 
deleted. 


Reform Party Redneck 

A young ventriloquist is 
touring the clubs and stops to 
entertain at a bar in a small 
town. He’s going through his 
usual stupid Redneck jokes, 
when a big burly guy in the 
audience stands up and says 
“T’'ve heard just about enough 
of your smart-alec hillbilly 
jokes; we ain't all stupid 
around here.” 


Flustered, the ventriloquist 
begins to apologize, when 
Preston pipes up,” You stay 
out of this mister, I’m talking 
to the smart-alec little fella 
on your knee!” 


You and Your Funny Bone..:) 


The Job Application 

A guy walks into the human 
resources department of a 
large company and hands the 
executive his application. The 
executive begins to scan the 
sheet, and notices that the 
applicant has been fired from 
every job he has ever held. “I 
must say,” saysthe executive, 
“your work history is terrible. 
You ve been fired from every 
job.” 


“Yes,” says the man. 


“Well,” continues the 
executive, “there’s not much 
positive in that.” 


“Hey!” says the guy as he 
pokes the application. “At 
least I’m not a quitter.” 


Hell 

A guy is in hell is feeling a 
little down about it, when the 
devil shows up and says... 
Devil “ why you so glum 
chum? “ Guy “ well I’m dead 
and in hell. “ Devil “cheer up 
bud its not so bad, today is 
Monday right.” Guy “ yes. “ 
Devil “you like alcohol don’t 
you”. Guy “well sure”. Devil 
“Monday is alcohol day, we 
have all the liquor you can 
possibly drink, rum, scotch, 
giant kegs of beer as big as 
city block, and you can drink 
until you barf and passout, 
then get up and do it again, 
and don’t worry about you 
liver, because hey, your 
already dead. 


Guy “that sounds great”. 
Devil “tomorrows Tuesday 
right”. Guy “yup”. Devil “you 
like drugs don’t you?”. Guy 
“sure do”. 


Devil “Tuesday is drug day, 
that’s right we have every 
drug you can think of and 


then some, heroin, crack, 
giant mounds of cocaine as 
gig as a mountain. Joints the 
size of torpedoes, more than 
you could ever wish for, and 
you don’t have to worry about 
killing any brains cells, 
because hey, your already 
dead.” 


Guy “this place is great, tell 
me what’s on Wednesday?”. 
Devil“ Wednesday.... you re 
gay right”. Guy “ No “ 


Devil “ Oh — you're going 
to love Wednesday then... ~ 


Studying in England 
Donald MacDonald, from the 
Isle of Skye, went to study at 
an English university and 
was living in the hall of 
residence with all the other 
students there. After he had 
been there a month, his 
mother came to visit him. 


“And how do you find the 
English students, Donald?” 
she asked. 


“Mother,” he _ replied, 
“they re such terrible, noisy 
people. The one on that side 
keeps banging his head on 
the wall and won't stop. The 
one onthe other side screams 
and screams all night.” 


“Oh Donald! How do you 
manage to put up with these 
awful noisy English 
neighbors?” 


“Mother, I do nothing. I just 
ignore them. I just stay here 
quietly, playing my 
bagpipes.” 


Why did the Chicken Cross 
the Road? 

Jerry Falwell 

Because the chicken was gay! 


Isnt it obvious? Can’t you 
people see the plain truth in 
front of your face? The 
chicken was going to the 
“other side.” That’s what 
“they” call it, the “other 
side.” Yes, my friends, that 
chicken is gay. And, if you 
eat that chicken, you will 
become gay too. I say we 
boycott all chickens until we 
sort out this abomination that 
the liberal media 
whitewashes with seemingly 
harmless phrases like “the 
other side.” That chicken 
should not be free to cross 
the road. It’s as plain and 
simple as that. 


Pat Buchanan 
To steal a job from a decent, 
hardworking American. 


Ronald Reagan 
What chicken? 


Fox Mulder 

You saw it cross the road 
with your own eyes. How 
many more chickens have to 
cross before you believe it? 


Bill Clinton 

I did not cross the road with 
THAT chicken. What do 
you mean by chicken? Could 
you define chicken please? 


Colonel Sanders 
I missed one? 


Are you a cowboy? 

An old cowboy - dressed to 
kill with cowboy shirt, hat, 
jeans, spurs and chaps - went 
to a bar and ordered a drink. 
As he sat there sipping his 
whiskey, a young lady sat 
down next to him. 


Afier she ordered her drink 
she turned to the cowboy and 
asked him, “Are you a real 
cowboy?” To which he 
replied, “Well, I’ve spent my 
whole life on the ranch, 


herding cows, breaking 
horses, mending fences, so I 
guess I am.” 


After a short while he asked 
her what she was. She 
replied, “I’ve never been ona 
ranch. lama lesbian. I spend 
my whole day thinking about 
women. I get up in the 
morning thinking of women, 
when I eat, shower, watch 
TV - everything makes me 
think of women.” 


A short while later she left, 
and the cowboy ordered 
another drink. A couple sat 
down next to him and asked, 
“Are you a real cowboy?” 


“T always thought I was,” he 
answered, “but I just found 
out that I’m a lesbian.” 


Big Sale 

It was the day of the big sale. 
Rumors of the sale (and some 
advertising in the local paper) 
were the main reason for the 
long line that formed by 8:30, 
the store’s opening time, in 
front of the store. 


A small man pushed his way 
to the front of the line, only to 
be pushed back, amid loud 
and colorful curses. On the 
man ssecond attempt, he was 
punched square in the jaw, 
and knocked around a bit, 
and then thrown to the end of 
the line again. As he got up 
the second time, he said to 
the person at the end of the 
line... 


“That does it! If they hit me 
one more time, I don’t open 
the store!” 


Do you believe... 
“Do you believe in life after 


death?” the boss asked one of 
his employees. 


“Yes, sir,” the new recruit 


replied. 


“Well, then, that makes 
everything just fine ...” the 
boss went on. “After you left 
early yesterday to go to your 
grandmother’s funeral, she 


stopped in to see you 


Back Seat Driving 
The distinguished professor 
and his chauffeur were 
talking one day on the way 
to the next speaking 
engagement, and the driver 
said, “I’ve sat in the back 
and listened to your 
presentation so many times 
that I can give it just as well 
as you can.” 


The professor said “I'll bet 
you can't. Just to prove it, 
we ll trade clothes in the 


hotel, and I'll sit in the 
back.” 


The chauffeur delivered the 
lecture flawlessly, and the 
audience applauded him 
roundly. ‘Then a pompous 
professor from the local 
university, wishing to 
impress his colleagues in 
the audience, stood and 
asked a very specific 
question concerning the 
driver’s presentation. 


The driver said, “I am 
amazed that you would ask 
such a silly question. The 
answer is so obvious that I 
am going to ask my 
chauffeur, who is sitting in 
the back, to answer your 
ridiculous question.” 


4 4- OOS 2 


Fee Bak 


El ekeegeerstcr, SES 


TERY SAMS ea 


PR $53 


On the Dark Side is changing owner- 
ship. I wish everyone a Happy Holiday 
and New Year. Thank you for your 
support over the past 5 years. 


Dale 


Making 
The 
Yuletide Gay 


By Shawn Mooney 


Call me Scrooge, but I just 
have to blurt this out: to the 
extent Christmas is a 
genuflection to Organized 
Religion and Compulsory 
Heterosexuality, I loathe it. 


Don we now our straight 
apparel: time to hide or at 
least de-emphasize our 
queerness to get through 
Christmas festivities. The 
politics of family and faith 
are never more pronounced 
than at this time of year. 


Paradoxically, we're 
supposedly celebrating the 
birth of a man who never 
married, who spent his time 
with a bunch of bachelor 
devotees wandering around 
healing folks, practicing (not 
just preaching) 
unconditional love, and 
decrying hypocrisy and 
injustice. Biblical details 
about Jesus Christ do not 
paint a_ particularly 
heterosexual picture. 


Playwright Terrence 
McNally, who dares to 
portray Christ as queer in a 
newplay, hasbeen sentenced 
to death by the same Moslem 
extremist group whose fatwa 
against Salman Rushdie 
forced that author into hiding 
for years. 
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Oh come let us adore Him. 


While not specifically relating 
to Christmas, here’s a story 
that highlights how politics, 
soul and sex overlap to make 
the season such a challenge 
for us and our loved ones. 


As an out gay man supported 
by his gay-positive, Christian 
family, my friend Joey is active 
in his local congregation and 
in the gay movement within 
the larger church. Recently 
he listed his lover Dave and 
himself as a couple in a soon- 
to-be-published local church 
directory. The pastor refused 
to print their listing, 
explaining that a same-sex 
couples entry would be 
needlessly offensive to many 


Becoming Ourselves 


homophobia when we risk 
authenticity in the larger 
world. Joey is blessed with 
parents and siblings who love 
him unconditionally and 
embrace his relationship with 
Dave as a vital part of the 
family. But in his attempt to 
integrate himself into his 
faith community, he has 
encountered that slap of 
bigotry which—in whatever 
form it may manifest— 
prevents so many of us from 
authenticating our lives. 


The frustration and anger I 
feel as I reflect on my friend’s 
experience helps me clarify 
not only the difficulty of gay 
life at Christmastime, but 
also the hope and the 
challenge inherent in the 


in the congregation. The 
reverend instead proposed 
listing them separately as two 
individual members of the 
church, and said he hoped 
Joey would understand. 


Joey did not understand. The 
pain and anger this incident 
has caused him, his lover and 
his family exemplifies how 
we open ourselves up to 


season. Christmas is 
certainly a time of 
heterosexist excess, yes, but 
it is also an opportunity to 
invent myself, toexperiment 
with what and who is 
meaningful in my life. The 
challenge as I see it is, like 
Joey and his family, to risk 
more and more authenticity. 


Joey's father—for decades 
active in the same 


congregation—took up the 
challenge, and his reaction 
to this homophobia is heart- 
warmingly instructive. He 
phoned the church office to 
demand—tongue-in cheek— 
that elderly couples denoted 
as husband-and-wife in the 
directory be listed as 
individuals: the “Mr. & Mrs.” 
entries made him picture 
these old folks having sex 
and so he insisted the church 
spare him the distasteful 
image of gerontological 
intercourse. 


The passion with which this 
rhetorical demand was 
uttered flows from that same 
fund of indignation that can 
animate any one of us to 
answer back, to stand up and 
give voice to our truth. Just 
imagine fora moment what a 
soulful, affirming, and 
stimulating Christmas this 
family shall enjoy, dwelling 
as they doin loveand courage 
that is both personal and 
political. 


As I finish writing this 
column, I must admit that 
the Scrooge in me has 
undergone some sort of 
transformation. I now almost 
welcome the imminent 
onslaught of family values 
propaganda—against which 
I am, challenged to live and 
love more queerly. 


May weall clear impassioned 
heart-spaces within, nudge 
our truth out into the world 
with fierce tenderness, and 
make the season mean 
something. The Birthday 
Boy, as I understand Him, 
would expect nothing less. 


(Shawn Mooney is a 
psychotherapist in private 
practice in Edmonton. You 
can reach Shawn at 


988-2741, 


mooneys@telusplanet.net, 
or on the Web at 


www.telusplanet.net/ 
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have an 


Perhaps you 


abuse problem 


Lots of people do. Abuse is not simply a male problem, or 
a white male problem, or a poor person problem, or an 


alcohol/drug user problem. 
Abuse is an_ equal 
opportunity problem. 
Nobody is demographically 
immune from abusing or 
being abused. Anybody can 
abuse someone they care 
about, and many, many do. 
Mendo. Womendo. Wealthy 
people do. Poor people do. 
White folks do. Folks of color 
do. Able-bodied folks do. 
Differently abled folks do. 
Republicans do. Democrats 
do. Libertarians, Reform 
Party folks, Socialist 
Workers, Green Party folks, 
and even Pat Paulson 
supporters dotoo. Therapists 
do. The mentally ill do. 
Police and criminals do. 
Heterosexuals, homosexuals 
and bisexuals do. Catholics, 
Protestants, Jews, Muslims, 
Hindus, Buddhists, 
Agnostics, Atheists, and 
even Mormons do, no matter 


* Reasonable rates/Sliding scale 
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read all the self-help books... 


¢ Experiential, present-centered approach 
* Conveniently located in Old Strathcona 
¢ Proud to serve my lesbian and gay community 


Ww: www.telusplanet.net/public/mooneys 
E: mooneys@telusplanet.net 


how devout or spiritual they 
do or don’t appear to be. 
Computer users do. Nice 
people do. Somebody you 
know (and probably like) 
does. Maybe your spouse/ 
partner does. Maybe you do. I 
did. My experience might 
sound like yours, or perhaps 
my wife’s will, or maybe you 
will relate better to other 


people’s experiences with 


abuse. 


Many abusers and abuse 
victims do not realize that 
they are, in fact, inan abusive 
situation. For a million and 
one reasons (more or less) 
people hide the abuse they 
see from themselves by 
rationalizing, minimizing, 
and justifying it so that it 
isn’t abuse, it’s something 
else. The main ways we lie to 
ourselves are what I call the 
Three Horsemen of Denial: 


T: 780-988-2741 


Gay Psychotherapist 


Shawn Mooney 


We minimize the damage 
we've done, we rationalize 
our actions, and we justify 
ourselves in doing them. 
Through these lies we distort 
reality as we perceive it, we 
redefine the meaning of what 
we do, and we adjust what we 
consider to be right and 
wrong, in an escalating 
fashion. Ultimately, any act, 
no matter how hideous, can 
be carried out once we have 
developed the necessary level 
of denial. 


Try these for starters: 


1 Are you afraid of 
your partner? 


2 Do you feel like you 
have to walk on pins 


$39.95 
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and needles some- 
times to keep your 
partner from getting 
angry? 

Has your partner 
ever hit, slapped, 
choked or pushed 
you? 


Do you ever feel like 
you deserve to be 
punished? 


Do you ever feel like 
you've done some- 
thing wrong but you 
just can’t figure out 
what it is? 


Have you lost all re- 
spect or love for 
your partner? 


Is your partner very 
good to you most of 
the time — some- 
times downright 
wonderful, but ev- 
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ery once in a while 
very cruel or scary? 


8 Does your partner 
drive you crazy or 
make you feel like 
you re going crazy? 

9 Do you find your- 
self sometimes 
thinking of ways of 
killing your part- 
ner? 

10 Have you believed 
that your partner 
would kill you? 


11 Have you been told 
by your partner that 
he or she would kill 
you? 


12 Has your partner 
threatened to com- 
mit suicide? 


13 Have you thought 
that suicide would 
be a good thing for 
you because every- 
body would be bet- 
ter off without you 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 
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or if you’d never been 
born? 


Were you abused as a 
child? 


Have you been forced by 
your partner to do some- 
thing you didn’t want to 
do? 


Have you lost all or most 
of your friends since 
you’ve been with your 
partner? 


Have you put up with 
something that made 
you really uncomfort- 
able, or something that 
you really knew was 
wrong, because you love 
your partner? 


Do you feel isolated, like 
there’s nowhere to turn 
for help, and that no one 
would believe you any- 
way? 

Have you lost a job be- 
cause of your partner? 


Do you feel emotionally 
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numb? 


Do you feel like you 
have to say that 
you're doing okay 
even when you re- 
ally aren’t? 


Are you afraid to 
tell anybody about 
what’s going on in 
your life because 
you don’t want 
your partner to get 
in trouble or go to 
jail? 

Have you ever been 
in a relationship 
where you could 
have answered yes 
to these questions, 
but right now 
you re past all that? 


Do you feel that 
you are better or 
smarter than 
people who are 
abused? 


Now, how about these 
questions: 


Is your partner 
afraid of you some- 
times? 


Are you jealous of 
your partner? 


Do you need to 
know where your 
partner is at all 
times and with 
whom and doing 
what? 


Are you very pro- 
tective of your part- 
ner? 


Do you consider 
yourself the ruler of 
your castle? 


Do you feel like 
sometimes you 
have to put your 
foot down to 
straighten things 
out in your rela- 
tionship? 

Have you ever hit, 
slapped, choked or 
pushed your part- 
ner? 

Have you ever said 
“Don’t make me 
angry!”? 

Have you ever 


threatened your 
partner? 


10 


ll 


2 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


19 


20 


Have you ever said 
something that your 
partner might consider a 
threat, even if you never 
really would do it or 


were just joking? 


Have you ever said or 
thought “If I can’t have 
you, nobody can!”? 


Have you ever thrown 
things or hit walls dur- 
ing an argument with 
your partner? 


Do you find yourself 
“convincing” your part- 
ner on a regular basis to 
do things that he or she 
would rather not do? 


Do you consider it im- 
portant that things go 
your way? 


Do you think that your 
partner sometimes de- 
serves to be hit? 


Do you think that your 
partner sometimes 
wants to be hit? 


Have you ever found 
yourself smiling or 
laughing when your 
partner is hurt? 


Have you ever intention- 
ally harmed or broken 
something which was 
important to your part- 
ner? 


Have you ever been 
afraid to tell someone 
about something that 
happened between you 
and your partner be- 
cause you were afraid 
that they wouldn’t un- 
derstand and that you 
would be in trouble 
(maybe even legal 
trouble)? 


Are you sure that you 
don’t have an abuse 
problem because: 


e you see people 
around you doing 
worse all the time? 


e you never meant to 
hurt anybody? 


e you are a harmless, 
loveable person? 


e anybody else would 
treat your partner at 


~~ Continued on page 44 
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AIDS Fundraiser 
Does Well 


On November 11th at The Roost, the 16th Annual AIDS Benefit 
was held. Just to leave you with a few memories of a fun night 
we gathered a few pictures together. Thanks to the entertainers 
and the Roost for once again pitching in and helping to raise a 
good sum of money. 
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Abusive ? 


Continued from page 41 


least as badly? 


e you think that 
you are better 
or smarter 
than abusers? 


e you love your 
partner? 


e you never hit 
your partner? 


e your partner 
always hits 
you back/first/ 
more? 


1 Do you think you 
have an anger 
problem? 


2 Have you ever seen 
your partner “tune 
out” while you 
were yelling at him 
or her? 


3 Have you ever seen 
your partner hon- 
estly fear you? 


4 Have you ever fol- 
lowed your partner 
when he or she 
didn’t want you to? 


5 Have you ever 
physically stopped 
your partner from 
leaving? 


6 Is it important to 
you that others, 
particularly your 
partner, agree with 
you? 


7 Would you be com- 
pletely non-violent 
and non-threaten- 
ing “if only....”? 


8 Do you find your- 
self answering 
questions here with 
“ves, but...°? 


If you found yourself 
answering “yes” to several 
of the questions in either of 
the above lists, even if you 
think there aregoodreasons 
for those “yes” answers, 
please contact the domestic 
abuse resources in your 
community or your local 
police department and let 
them know what the 
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questions were that you found 
yourself answering “yes” to. 
They can help you determine 
whether you are in fact in an 
abusive relationship and let you 
know what your options are in 
finding help. Denying that 
there is a problem or 
rationalizing away the reasons 
you found yourself in either or 
both of the above lists will put 
you and your family in danger 
of escalating violence that may 
lead to death. Ignoring the 
painful realities of abuse does 
not make them go away — it 
helpsthem grow more painful 
and more ugly. 


The first step in stopping 
violence is seeing it and taking 
responsibility for it. It is not 
enough to say “I’m sorry, I'll 
never do it again.” If that’s as 
far as it goes, that’s nothing 
more than part of the cycle of 
abuse — the “Honeymoon” 
Phase. You must seek outside 
help from people who have 
experience dealing with 
domestic abuse issues and 
find a place of support before 
the abuse will really stop. It 
may take you several tries to 
find the kind of support and 
help you need. Once you’ve 
found it, you will be the one 
doing the work, of course, but 
that outside involvement gives 
you a much better chance of 
successfully breaking the cycle 
of violence that you’re 
presently involved in. 


Perhaps you find yourself in 
questions on both lists. This 
should be no surprise. Many 
abusive relationships have the 
abuse running in more than 
one direction, and most abusers 
have learned their abuse by 
experiencing abuse or 
watching someone else being 
abused. Your path will be 
difficult should you choose 
healing, as the available 
resources will want you to work 
on one set ofissues or the other, 
and you may need tobe dealing 
with both sets sometimes. 
However, if it keeps you and 
your family safe, it Il be worth 
the effort. 


If you find a friend or family 
member onthose lists, you may 
be wondering what to do with 
the knowledge that this person 
is abusing or being abused. 


' The most important thing 


you can do is talk about it 
and not hide it, but there is a 
bit to learn about to make 
sure youaren’t going to cause 
more harm than good. Some 
helpful things to keep in 
mind would be: 


e Your friend is still 
the same person he 
or she has always 
been, even though 
that may not be the 
person you thought 
you liked. 


e Your friend’s life is 
not your life, and 
your happiness is 
not dependent on 
his or her happi- 
ness. 


e He or she is prob- 
ably in denial about 
the abuse, even if 
he or she appears 
not to be. 


e It’s not your posi- 
tion to heal, pun- 
ish, or save your 
friend. He or she 
will need your re- 
spect, support and 
listening much 
more than your fix- 
ing, advice or judg- 
ing. 

e Beating up on your 
friend’s partner, 
whether verbally or 
physically, will 
only do harm, and 
may violate the 
law. 


e Honesty and open- 
ness are vitally im- 
portant, but keep 
some distance be- 
tween being bru- 
tally frank and 
frankly brutal. 


e Keep yourself safe 
and take care of 
your responsibili- 
ties. You can’t help 
your friend if you 
throw your own life 
into crisis. 

e Never do some- 
thing for your 
friend that he or 
she could do for 
himself or herself. 


e Do not tolerate in- 
tolerable behavior 
from your friend. 


Calling the police 
can be an act of 
love if it keeps you 
safe and starts your 
friend on the road 
to healing (prison 
can be an effective 
form of treatment). 


A Word 
from 
GLCCE 


The Gay and_ Lesbian 


Community Centre is looking 
forward to the year 2000. We 
have some interesting funding 
possibilities which will allow us 
to do bigger and better things 
next year. 


Last year we held our first annual 
gala fundraiser called, “The 
Curtain Rises” and we are very 
much looking forward to our 
second annual in September 
2000. We are asking anyone 
who is interested to give us some 
help in planning this event. Every 
year we also want to have a 
different movie theme to 
determine the ambiance of the 
event. Last year it was the Wizard 
of Oz. Please forward a detailed 
proposal, including how you 
should be rewarded if you win to 
us by Fax (482-2855), email 
(glcce@compusmart.ab.ca) or 
regular mail (Box 1852, 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2P2) before 
January 15, 2000 and then the 
board will pick the one we like 
best. 


Also GLCCE would like to have 
a logo to use on our poster, 
pamphlets, letterhead, web-page 
etc that we will use for many 
years. It would of course also be 
used every year for “The Curtain 
Rises” while the overall theme 
changes from year to year. We 
know there are many creative 
minds to help us so get some 
proposals to us. 


Have a very Merry Christmas 
and a Fabulous New Year. 


GLOCE Board of Directors 
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Northern Lights 
Bed and Breakfast 
(780) 483-1572 


- Easy Access to over 100 
Foreign currencies. 
- One of the world's most 
recognized travellers cheques - 
commission FREE 

Street - Precious Metal Bullion coins 


1-780-448-3660 eet service for forei 
1-800-668-CASH ; ca 


drafts and wires. 
Real Estate 


P.O. Box 515 Edmonton, Ab. T5J 2K1 
Email:nlight69@hotmail.com 
Swimming Pool and Antique rooms 


Church Services 


Metropolitan Community Church 
of Edmonton 


Worship at 7:15 p.m. Sundays. 


Youth Group 7:00 p.m. Tuesday 
10086 MacDonald Drive, Southside entrance 


Jared Evans - Agent 
(780) 464-1333 


Hair Dressing Travel 


YOUR FULL-SERVICE 
Phewas Conk Kracep TRAVEL PROVIDER 
THOMAS CODRAMARLIN TRAVEL 
SCOTIA PLACE - [0080 JASPER AVE PROUDLY SERVING 
422-8133 OUe COMMUNITY 


Santana 


Julie C. Lloyd Please Support 
Barrister and Solicitor 
Real Estate, Wills & Estates, Advanced Health. Our 
Cohabitation Agreements, Powers of Attorney 
10117-Jaspers Avenue, Phone (780) 497-7755 Sponsors 


Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from its readers. Please keep letters as short as possible. We reserve 
the right to edit all letters as necessary. Letters must be signed and include the home address and telephone 
number of the writer. The writers name can be witheld if so requested. Publication of the name or photograph 


of any person or organization in articles or advertising in Times .10 is not to be construed as any indication 
of the sexual orientation of such person or oganization. All material in this publication is copyrighted and must 
not be reproduced without permission from Times .10 Publications Society. The only exception to the copyright 
is the material from National AIDS Clearing house which may be duplicated with credit given. 
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CRUISELINE’S TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


Box 2240; | 


hair, blue eye 


© Cruise through thousands of voice ads or record 
your own ads FREE! Just call 777-9494 (Calgary) or 
413-7122 (Edmonton) and follow the easy instructions. 


: 
i 
: 
j 


© Respond fo voice ads or retrieve messages 
for as little as 20¢/minute! 


© For membership information, call Customer 
Service toll-free at 1-877-882-2010 
(Colgory), 1-877-882-2007 (Edmonton) or 
Visit one of our cash locations: 

Edmonton: Down Under 


12224 Jasper Ave 
Open 24 hrs/day 


Calgary: With the Times (2 locations) 
222A - 4th Street SW & 118 10th Street NW 


10:00 am - 11:00 pm, 7 days a week 


Calgary: Rainbow Pride Resource Centre 
L100 - 822 11th Ave SW 
Noon - 10:00 pm, 7 days a week 


m 41, 5'7", 140lb, brown 
s, honest, sense of humour, 


looking for someone with similar attnibut- 
es, |'m new to this stuff and would like to 


meet friends 


up to my age. 


LONG TERM 
RELATIONSHIPS 


Box 2206: I' 


hair, brown eyes, My 


camping, dan 
consider mys 
creative a 
out with my 
and emoti 
other open- 


Box 2236: 
a felations 
blue eyes. 
one whois 


d happy person. 


onally 
ninded gu ys who are Caring 


his Gay guy, 25, 


0 head games. 


m Dimitfi, 61", 170lb, black 
terests are biking, 
dining in and ou 
aly, outgoin 
| like hang 
friends and | am financial 
Stable. |'m looking 


cing, an 
elf a very fier 


IS lo ng 
'm 5'8", 170lb, brown 
| want some- 
nest, tue and good lookin 


Box 2248 
just got to be 
loves me, 
rounded guy. 
you. Sleeping 


training so you'll 


Having good 
had you 
interests woul 
love 


love 
b, 


lonally a 


b, SI 


fo doi 


with you, 
, Weight training so 


h you. 


nt an 


and the not so good, 
n gol to find yc you: 


( ne ees out there tees 
one guy for me to love, who 
, Maybe it's you, I'm a well- 
| like eating and looking for 
nd looking for you. Weight 
always look for me. 
times would be easier 
ith. When | find you, 
d include eating and making 
sleeping and mal 
you 
having, goo 


th me, and 
‘ma nonsmoker, 6' 
ightly hairy, middle- 
n of any age tha 
physically attracted to, | 
tom. My name is Dean. If 
,|'d love to be there for the 
00. Are 


a (jay male, 20), 0, 


, young-looking and attractive. 


Unlike everyone on the system, | do not 


work out reg 
| enjoy coffee, 


jlarly, but I'm in good shape. 
Movies, dinner, or just stay- 


...0F visit any Western Union outlet! 


ing home on the couch watching TV. I've 
Deen screwed over by: every guy I've ever 
dated and I'm looking for someone cif- 


ferent, who | can get to know and trust 


Box 2293; I'm 20, 6', 150lb, short da 
hair with blond streaks, brown eyes, goa- 
tee, in good shape. I'm looking for a guy 
19-23, to meet and go for coffee with, 
and hopefully it will lead into a relation- 
ship. You're in good shape, have a good 
head on your shoulders, like to go out 
and do stuff; but aren't too much into the 
bar scene. You know how to have a good 
ime. | like doing lots of things, like going 
for coffee and to the movies. 


x 2297: I'm 33, 6'1', fit, mostly a bot- 
om, handsome, masculine, funny, Looking 
a mature, fit, soft/nard, strong-handed- 
e masculine man, who likes to have fun, 
ut has a good head on his shou ders 


Box 2325: | 
ng, 6', 215 nale, I'm 
tom. |'m Ic somebody 
an ongoing re with. I'm very 
ately athletic. 


y 20s, 6:2’, 
ine build 
eyes, dark blond hair. | 
male. |'m very moti 
sitive in terms of how | fee 
yself and my surroundings. |’ 
very well-grounded and have directi 
my life. | always bring out the best i 
ple and | only hang around with th 
ositive people. I'm looking for so 
20-28, a single white male, thin to 
um build, If you ike the gym, great 
dark features, but that's not importa 
You're positive, motivated, grounded, 
honest and responsible. | love the gym, 
scuba diving, the outdoors, movies, din- 
ing, dancing, music and much more, 


CASUAL 
ENCOUNTERS 
Box 2143: Hey, all you horny men! I'm 
blond-haired, blue-eyed, 165lb, Love 


stroking off with other guys, Like having 
my cock sucked and | love sucking cock 


afl €a 


y 40s, good- 


‘00k 
a bot- 
to have 


Love loads of cum sprayed all over my 
face. You must be discreet and have a 
huge cock. Right now I'm stroking min 
off and !m about to cum 


Box 2149: Im 28, 6, brown hair, blue 
eyes, clean-shaven, muscular build, look- 
ing for a fairly attractive guy with a nice 
body, who is fun and energetic. Very clean, 
very discreet, and looking for the sa 


34, 170Ib, 611", 8" 
gestions, I'd li 


Box 2158: || 
cut cock, open to si 
experience a man cumming in my mou 
| have sucked a little cock but I've never 
had anybody cum in my mouth and I'd like 
it to be a nice big thick cock, like mine 


Box 2178: I'm 37, 120lb, sli 
cock, new to Edmonton. |'m ve 
versatile, have a goatee, 

and am profes- 

Sional. I'd love 

to meet 
people. 


ld, 7" 


BO 
2203: In 
Ricky, 26, 
looking fo 
guy to 
my first enc 
wilh, | have 
and eyes and In 
overweg 


BOX 2249 I 
tom. | like having 
for eating out yours. 
down my throat al 
good-looking top, 'd 


lb, definitely a bot: 
) my ass in exchange 

also like it shaved 
he way, If you're a 
ove to have it. 


Box 227 34, 5110, 170lb, good 
shape, dark hair, hazel eyes. Looking for 
someone 26-40, to hang out with, 
ecome friends and whatever else. | come 
into Edmonton about once a month. 


Box 2287: I'm 53, 5110", 165lb, clean- 
shaven. Looking for a clean, friendly bot- 
tom guy who also enjoys kissing a lot 


Box 2295: !'m 41,58", 155lb, work ou 
the gym. I'm at top. Looking for someone 
ly age or younger. | can enterta at home. 


Box 2306: I'm Alan, 0, Single, 5'1 
170lb, bottom. Looking for one or two 
quys 25-39, preferably white, for hot casu- 
al sex. If you have any ideas for things you 
would like to try, feel free to suggest them 


7, somewhat submis- 
(0. meet a Well-hung 
id el rounters 


Box 2322: |! 
sive, Would 
male for dayti 


Box.2327; Young man, 31, 6', 160lb, 
smooth, healthy, nice toned body, | don’ 
smoke or drink. | like cuddling, stroking 


CONNECT LIVE WITH LOCAL HOT MEN 


These are 


and sucking, Looking for a guy 20-29, to 
have some fun with, You must be unde 
30. You won't be disappointed 


Box 2353: Cute, very slim and smooth, 
petite, boyish, can be very submissive 
love cock, Would like to meet a guy or a 
couple of guys to get together with on ¢ 
regular basis. | get very hot and aroused 
lm very oral and would love to knee 
between your legs 


LEATHER '& SM 


Box 2207: Submissive male, 32, 5'4", 
1451p, looking for aggressive top men who 
ave into stretching my hole, huge dildos, 
ising Asso into cigar sex 


Looking for a 
dominant to 
take con- 
trol, to train 

|'m 


1751/b, 
own — hair 

eyes, 6- 
t, clean, dis- 
creet, masculine 


Box 2345: I'm 30. My girlfriend doesn't 
know about it, but | really enjoy having sex 
with other guys, and I'm into bondage and 
OM. I'd like to get together with some- 
Dody who's into role-playing as dominant 
or submissive, but preferably a person 
who could switch. Ideally I'd like to meet 
another couple where both people are bi, 
and get together with the four of us 


BEARSABIG MEN 
'& THEIR ADMIRERS 


Box 2208: I'm Chris, 25 
swimmer's build, ‘cleancut an 
nonsmoking, single, living down 
4 big kid at heart and I'm looking 
same. Looking for someone 
200-300Ib+, heavyset but athletic 
enjoys stuff like comics, Lego, Sta 
Star Trek, the waterpark. Not looking 
something casual. I'd like a friend, 
maybe a possible longterm relationshi 


TRANSGENDER 


eal 


Box 2184: Im Matt, 19, brown hair, my 
eyes change colour, §'9", 7" cock, clean- 
shaven. I'm just looking for phone buddies 


EROTIC STORIES 


just a few of the thousands of hot 
talking Vasstfied ads appearing right now on 


Cruiseline Talking Classifieds.Record your own 
ad or Listen to1000’s of ads for FREE! 


right now and hopefully an enc 
not really experienced with th 
wanted to do it for a long time. 


unter. I'm 
is but I've 


Box 2341: I'm looking for another guy to 


get off with over the phone, and 


into some hot phone chat with 


to get 


TRANSGENDER 


Box 2144: I'm Lea 
tite. | wear women's 
up. I'd really ike a 
nice blond wig thal 
511°, 130Ib. | 
very Sexy Clot 
Sex right now. 
nice, tight ass. Lc 
encounters, 1 am 


| could 


Weal 


Box 2148: I'm iene Lab lan 


looking for other transvestites 
fun. I'd ike to 


panties, hose, bras 
hes. Looking for just oral 
Maybe I'll let you fuck 
ooking for dayti 
'pm. I'm very kinky. 


have an orgy at a hot 


ne, 22, a transves- 
clothes and make- 
wig. Do you have a 


wear? I'm 


me 


1301b, 
for some 


el with 


6 of so transvestites, all dressed sexy, all 
made up, all horny, all the time. 


Box 2209: 'm Rick. | like dressing up as a 
woman. I've only done this once or twice. 
Id like to get together with some transves- 


fites or transgenders. | 


want you 


to teach 


me to dress up as the woman I'd like to be 


Box 2235: I've been a long-time admirer 


of the transgendered 
ike to meet new people, wheth 
passable TV or TS or just a gen 
to wear nylons, panties and ga 


ime. I'm 63", 
body, short tr 
hazel eyes, sandy 


ul 54, I've been told I'm quite 
and lots of fun to be with 


community and |'d 


ef you're a 
t who likes 
iter belts. | 


want to get together and have a good 
230lb, moderat 
Salt-and-pepper beard 
drown hair that's a bit 
greyish now, balding on top, a very youth- 


ely hairy 


handsome 


Box 2242: Hot 
assertive, | look 
with black stockings and red hi 
ove lingerie. I'm 5'8", 
shaven, predominantly a top. 


blond bor 


shell. TV, 


great in my red miniskirt 


gh heels. | 


170lb, clean- 


Box 2267: I'm looking for a hot, passable 


transvestite or transsexual who'd 


ke to show 


me a good time and take my wigin ass. 


Box 2282: I'm Michelle. |'m attractive, a 
Chinese crossdresser, 28, 5'8°, very 
smooth body, slim, very submissive, a bot- 
tom. | like to dress up OF you can dress 
me up, | have nice legs and a nice bottom 


Box 2092 Very attractive male, 6:2" 
200lb, brown hair, hazel eyes, clean- 
shaven, in good shape, 34, new to the sys- 
tem, interested in meeting a very attractive 
transgendered woman. | like animals, the 
outdoors, all the normal stuff, | quess 


Box 2306: I'm Chris, I'm a very passable 
crossdresser. Enjoy panties, bras, nylons, 
dresses, make-up, you name it, | wear it 
Looking for daytime encounters with 
older men. I'm 22, 5'11", 130Ib, nice 
and skinny. Want to have some fun, to 
relieve this homy side of mine 


Box 2307: I'm Kevin, 20, 5'8", brown 
hair, blue eyes, attractive, 150lb, interest- 
ed in the transgendered lifestyle. I'm look- 
ing to meet a transsexual 


Box 2312: |'m an attractive, open-minded 
male, 35, very good build, well-endowed 
'm seeking tansgenders, transsexuals, 
who would like to meet and have some 


un. | guarantee you won't be disappointed 


Box 2334; I'm new to this but am very 
sss s in learning about crossdressing 
and the transgendered lifestyle. I'm 6’, 
es ae slim, very long legs, blond 
hair. I'd like to meet someone who can 
help me along the way, and we can have 
some fun at the same time. 


BISEXUALS 


Box 2188: I'm a bi guy, 46, 5'9", 165)b, 
6-1/2" cut cock. Looking for other bi guys 
who like to get together and jerk off feel 
each other up, feel each other's cock and 
balls, maybe take showers together. Not 
into anal, just want a jerk-off buddy. I'm 
clean and discreet. | have @ girlfriend and 
would like to keep Nec 


9351 


Box 2301; I'm 18, brown haif/eyes, well- 
hung, ‘ao t, masculine. Looking for a 
Quy 18-25. I'm very clean and discreet 


atta? G80 
0379494 


Check us out at www.cruiseline.ca 


cruisetine's holiday sale. 
Call for details! 


Ca 


Cruiseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay owned and operated not for profit company. For payment methods or more information, call Customer Service (Calgary) 1-877-882-2010 (Edmonton) 1-877-882-2007. Special offer for new members! 


Talking classifieds. 


If you want it, then get it on @> = 7D, Canada's 
hottest, uncensored chatline and talking classifieds 
system for gay men. 


Press a gay owned and operated not for profit 
company. 


es tL hot local men 


_(# iT] now, fonyou 


Gui IPE Membership 
om Ga O-FREE 
“ 237-FREE 
(002 /42sieREE 


global grooves: one 


CD RELEASE PARTY AT SUBLIME DECEMBE 


